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Global and Local Challenges 
in Research Communication

• Capacities
– Lack of institutional policies to enable research communication
– Lack of specialized skills in complex digital technologies

• Diversity of Responses
– Customized Information/Knowledge Systems 
– In-house IKM Programmes
– Institutional Networks
– National Initiatives
– R&D Community Forums/Platforms
– Virtual and Web2.0 tools for Participation/Interaction



www.ciard.net
information@ciard.net

The way forward
Coherence in Information
for Agricultural Research

for Development



Founding Partners

and still growing…..

The Community
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Becoming a movement

A global movement providing a platform for 
coherence between information‐related initiatives 

to make public domain agricultural research 
information and knowledge truly accessible to all 

2011



1st Global Conference on 
Agricultural Research for 
Development (GCARD), March 2010

Recommended that:  

Stakeholders  use the potential of 
multi‐partner initiatives such as 
CIARD to facilitate availability and 
access to information and knowledge 
in innovative ways.

5th General Assembly of the Forum 
for Agricultural Research in Africa 
(FARA), July 2010

Recommended that CIARD should: 

advocate for more coherent 
approaches to knowledge sharing and 
communication of the outputs of 
agricultural research  support 
development of national capacities 
for all types of stakeholders

Endorsement of 



Advocacy Task Force

Capacity Building Task Force

Content Management Task Force



“To make public domain agricultural research 
information and knowledge truly accessible to all”

• All organizations that create and possess public 
agricultural research information disseminate and share 
it more widely

• CIARD partners will (a) coordinate their efforts, (b) 
promote common formats, (c) adopt open systems  

• Create a global network of public collections of 
information

The                  Vision and Manifesto



To increase the benefits from investments in 
agricultural research and innovation for development, 
the partners in the CIARD initiative have agreed to 
make research outputs truly accessible, based on a 

common set of values:
• Advocate effective investments

• Establish coherent systems and services
• Communicate content

• Develop and strengthen capacities

The                  Values



Developing Institutional 
Readiness

1. Introduce and gain support for 
the CIARD Manifesto and Values 
in your institution

2.Have your institution recognised 
as a CIARD partner

3.Adopt a formal institutional 
information/ communication 
strategy 

4.Develop the capacities of your 
institution to achieve the CIARD 
Checklist

5.Develop national/local partner 
networks to share resources and 
skills

Increasing the Availability, Accessibility and 
Applicability of Research Outputs

6. Ensure your research outputs are available 
digitally. 

7. Develop institutional or thematic information 
repositories of your outputs as open archives.

8. Use international metadata standards, 
data exchange protocols, and agricultural 
vocabularies and thesauri. 

9. Develop a clearly defined licensing policy for 
your outputs. 

10.Optimize the structure and the content of web 
sites for search engines.

11. Share metadata by participating in international 
information systems.

12.Use ‘social’ Web 2.0 media and applications to 
share your outputs.

13. Build formal and informal networks to to
repackage your outputs.

Checklist of 
Good Practices

www.ciard.net



Pathways to achieve the Checklist

How information 
& data can be 

shared



Vision

Manifesto
(Values)

Checklist

Pathways

www.ciard.net

Framework

Fair



ServicesEnablers

Pathways

CAB Abstracts

Coherence Framework

GFIS.net

Virtual Fair



• Global registry of information sources and 
services in agriculture

• information providers register their 
services in various categories – e.g.
– 103 document repositories (50 OAI) with over 4 
million accessions, and 810,00 full text documents

– 217 other services registered  from 147 providers

Routemap to Information 
Nodes and Gateways

http://ring.ciard.net/



Many AGRIS 
records contain an 
explicit link to full 

text

When there is no explicit 
link to full text, AGRIS 

queries Google for title and 
keywords, and finds a full 
text link for 50% of all 

records

AGRIS: 2.7 million bibliographic records on agricultural science since 1975



Get started on Open Access

Assuring quality in 
metadata creation

Controlled 
vocabularies: help 
semantic navigation & 
visibility

Tools  for document 
repositories

Services providers:  
maximizing access to  
content

AIMS : standards and good practices in information 
management in agriculture and rural development

http://aims.fao.org/

AIMS  focuses on 
access to scientific 
and technological 
publications, 
scholarly papers 
and grey literature



Modules
• Investing in Information for 

Development (2006)

• Digital Libraries, Repositories and 
Documents (2010)

• Knowledge Sharing for Development 
(2011)

• Building Electronic Communities & 
Networks (2007)

• Web 2.0 and Social Media for 
Development (2010)

• Scientific and Technical Writing 
(2012)

• Management of Spatial Data (2012)

Information Management Resource Kit

100,000 learners 
in 5 languages


