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1. General Overview

The Department of Technical Education (DTE) which was established in January 1993
under the umbrella of the Ministry of Education is the major provider of technical and

vocational education and adult and continuing education programmes in Brunei
Darussalam.

The provision of adult and continuing education has been in existence in Brunei
Darussalam since 1958 when the Language & Literacy Bureau initiated classes with the
objective to eradicate illiteracy amongst adults. In the 1960s, the Adult Education
Classes operated under the Department of Education and in 1993, were finally
transferred to come under the DTE. Whilst the primary objective remains the same, over
the years the emphasis has shifted greatly towards the improvement of general
education, the acquisition of technical and vocational knowledge and skills and the

provision of enrichment programmes as part of the lifelong learning for the general public
in Brunei Darussalam.

2. Adult Learning and Education (ALE) in Brunei Darussalam
2.1 Policy, Legislation and Financing

The Compulsory Education Order, 2007 under the Constitution of Brunei Darussalam
(Order under Article 83(3)) has been enforced since 27 November 2007. This Order
provides a nine-year compulsory education for a child of compulsory age (a child above
the age of 6 years who has not yet attained the age of 15 years) with primary and lower
secondary education in Brunei Darussalam. This is a major step in further enhancing the

status of the literacy rate in the country.

The Ministry of Education of Brunei Darussalam is committed to improving and ensuring a
better future for the younger generations and has made substantial efforts to review and
improve its educational services. The Ministry of Education Strategic Plan 2007 - 2011
provides a broad strategy framework for a range of internal and external plans which
contributes to the education services in Brunei Darussalam. It encompasses all effort to
advance its educational reform to new level by focusing on three strategic themes:
professional, accountable and efficient organization; quaity education and teaching and
learning excellence [Ministry of Education Strategic map, Brunei Darussalam]. The
strategic plans focus on providing and developing high quality education services for all,

now and for the future of the nation.



A new long-term development framework was formulated for a 30 year period which
begins in 2007 and is known as the National Vision 2035. This long-term development
framework consists of the national vision, the outlined strategies and policies for
development and the national development plan.

Under the National Vision 2035, it is hoped that Brunei Darussalam will be recognised
everywhere for the accomplishment of its well-educated and highly skilled people: the
quality of life and the dynamic, sustainable economy. In order to achieve the vision of
Brunei 2035, 8 main strategies have been identified namely:.an education strategy ; an
economic strategy ; a security strategy ; an institutional development strategy ; a local
business development strategy ; an infrastructure development strategy ; a social security

strategy and an environmental strategy .

In order to realise the National Vision 2035, a well-coordinated national strategy will need

to be implemented both from the government and the private sectors. Under the outlined

Strategies and Policies for Development (OSPD) in the next 2007 - 2017, the following 8 -

directions will be taken under the education strategy:-

= Investing in early childhood education;

«  Adopting international best practices in teaching and learning;

= Having first class secondary and tertiary education including vocational schools, that
produce experts, professionals and technicians required in commerce and industry;

=  Strengthening the competency in ICT for students, teachers and educational
administrators including the integration of ICT in school curriculum;

= Devising programmes that promote lifelong learning and widen access to higher
education;

= Promoting research, development and innovation both in government-funded
institutions and through public-private and international partnerships;

=  Adopting cost-effective methods of educating our people through the use of

technology;

Improving the management of all our educational institutions.

Currently, the financing of ALE in the country comes from the annual budget allocation
given to the Ministry of Education. And from the annual budget allocated to the
Department of Technical Education, a share of this budget is subsequently allocated to

the Continuing Education Section under the DTE for the financing of ALE in the country.
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2.2 Provision, Participation and Achievement

The Department of Technical Education, Ministry of Education is the major provider of

adult learning and education in Brunei Darussalam.

Today, the Continuing Education Section under the DTE, with its motto "/t is never too
late to learn”, coordinates all the ALE in the country for the Ministry of Education. The
Section plays a vital role in upgrading the knowledge, skills, attitude/values and standard
of living of the people in the country through the provision and implementation of non-

formal educational opportunities and programs oriented to the society needs.

In addition to its main function, the Continuing Education Section also provides
assistance in various community programs that are conducted by the special institutions
namely: the Pulaie Pusat Bahagia for Children and Adults, Pusat Bahagia Eric Goh, and
Taman Noorhidayah.

The Section has been successful in assisting a large number of students and members of
the public to achieve higher academic and vocational quelifications in areas such as PMB
(Lower Secondary Examinations), GCE 'O’ and ‘A’ Levels, Quran Reading, foreign
languages such as Arabic, Japanese, Mandarin, French and Korean, songkok making,

dressmaking, embroidery, hand weaving, flower making and arrangement and cookery.

Overall, there are 41 learning centres nation wide which are located mainly at the
selected government primary and secondary schools as well as at the Continuing
Education building, with 38 part time appointed supervisors and 172 teachers to
administer and handle the continuing education classes. The programmes / courses

conducted and the nominal fees incurred are as shown in Table 1 below.

In addition to these programmes / courses, some short courses such as Basic Food
Hygiene and Nutrition, Job-Getting Skills, Pre-Departure Cooking Classes, Basic
Telephone Techniques and Basic Housekeeping are conducted by the Continuing

Education Section of the Department of Technical Education (Table 2).





















