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1. UNESCO’s Director-General signs Host 
Country Agreement for the UNESCO 
Institute for Lifelong Learning 
  
On 21 February 2001 the Director-General 
of UNESCO, Koïchiro Matsuura, and the 
Federal Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier signed in Berlin the Host Country 
Agreement for the UNESCO Institute for 
Lifelong Learning (UIL). This signature gave 
a new legal status to the Institute, which was 
established in Germany in 1951 and is the 
oldest institution of the United Nations in 
Germany.  
 
The change of the Institute’s legal status, 
transforming it from a foundation under 
German law into a fully-fledged international 
UNESCO Institute, is concluded. The Host 
Country Agreement has been negotiated 
between the German government, 
UNESCO, and the Free and Hanseatic City 
of Hamburg where the Institute has been 
based since 1951. The City provides the 
Institute with the historic Albert Ballin villa.  
 
The Host Country Agreement marks the 
beginning of a new era in the Institute’s 
history. UNESCO has transferred the 
responsibility for its work in the field of 
literacy, non-formal learning and adult 
education to UIL. UIL will coordinate the 
Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE), 
an initiative created by UNESCO to reinforce 
the United Nations Literacy Decade (UNLD), 
focusing on those 35 countries which have a 
literacy rate below 50 per cent or a 
population of over 10 million adults with 
inadequate literacy competencies. 
 
UIL will continue to work in the field of 
research, training, publication and docu-
mentation in its areas of expertise – literacy, 
non-formal education and adult education as 
central components of lifelong learning. 
Moreover, it will continue to support 
UNESCO’s priority programmes: Education 
for All, the UNLD (2003-2012) and the 
United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development (2005-2014). UIL 
has started the preparations for the Sixth 
International Conference on Adult Education 
(CONFINTEA VI) which will be held in 2009. 
 
Contact: Adama Ouane 
(a.ouane@unesco.org) 
 

2. Preparing for CONFINTEA VI: First 
Meeting of the CONFINTEA Consultative 
Group 
 
Preparations for the Sixth International 
Conference on Adult Education 
(CONFINTEA VI) have begun. A first 
meeting of the CONFINTEA Consultative 
Group took place in Helsingor, Denmark, on 
1-2 March, 2007.   
 
Following UNESCO’s decision to organize 
the sixth CONFINTEA in 2009, UIL as 
UNESCO’s specialized unit for literacy, non-
formal education, adult and lifelong learning, 
has begun to coordinate the preparation of 
CONFINTEA VI, which will be based on a 
broad consultative process and partnerships 
with education stakeholders from UNESCO 
Member States, sister UN Agencies and 
international development partners, 
international and regional non-governmental 
organizations, and research institutions. An 
important role in this process will be played 
by the Consultative Group as the key 
conceptual unit and advisory committee. 
 
The Consultative Group consists of 
education experts representing UNESCO 
Member States, UN Agencies, development 
agencies, international or regional non-
governmental organizations and 
academicians, the CONFINTEA VI host 
country and UNESCO (Headquarters, 
Regional Bureaus and UIL). Its role will be to 
steer the preparatory process and to give 
advice in all matters related to the 
conception and planning of the conference. 
Hosted by the Danish National Commission 
of UNESCO, the first meeting of the 
Consultative Group took place at the 
renowned International People’s College in 
Helsingor, the venue of the first 
CONFINTEA in 1948.  
 
Debates focused on the vision and overall 
orientation of CONFINTEA VI, and the main 
preparatory strategies and stepping stones. 
CONFINTEA VI will apply a holistic 
perspective which aims at convergence and 
respects diversity, but will also be based on 
the need to prioritize, both in the thematic 
focus as well as in the procedure. Regional 
consultative processes and preparatory 
meetings – to be organized in 2008 – will be 
among the crucial elements. In a unanimous 
agreement, three key goals to be pursued 
by CONFINTEA VI were highlighted: to 
underscore and provide evidence of adult 
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learning and education as an important 
element of lifelong learning; to gain 
recognition of the crucial role of adult 
learning and education for the realization of 
current international education and 
development agendas (EFA, UNLD, LIFE, 
DESD, and MDGs); and to generate the 
political commitment and the technical tools 
in order to move “from rhetoric to action”.  

A detailed report on the meeting will be 
publicly available soon. 
 
Contact: Bettina Bochynek 
(b.bochynek@unesco.org) 
 
3. UNESCO Regional Conference in 
Support of Global Literacy – Literacy 
Challenges in the Arab Region  
 
The first in a series of regional conferences 
in support of Global Literacy, which 
UNESCO will be organizing over the next 
two years within the framework of the UN 
Literacy Decade (2003-2012) and 
UNESCO’s Literacy Initiative for 
Empowerment (LIFE) (2005-2015), was held 
in Doha, Qatar, from 12 to 14 March. The 
conference, organized by UNESCO and the 
Qatar Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development, was entitled 
"Literacy Challenges in the Arab States 
Region: Building Partnerships and 
Promoting Innovative Approaches". It was 
opened by the Director-General of UNESCO 
and the Chairperson of the Qatar 
Foundation, Her Highness Sheikha Mozah 
Bint Nasser Al-Missned, the First Lady of 
Qatar. Over three days, some 300 
participants, including five First Ladies and 
17 Ministers of Education of the region, 
analysed literacy issues and challenges in 
the Arab region, where 34% of the adult 
population cannot read or write.  
 
These conferences build upon the White 
House Conference on Global Literacy which 
was hosted in September 2006 by Laura 
Bush, First Lady of the United States of 
America and Honorary Ambassador for the 
UN Literacy Decade. The goal is to place 
literacy on the agenda of national govern-
ments and international partners, and to 
assist countries in addressing their literacy 
challenges, thereby making a real and 
measurable impact on the lives of their 
citizens, and contributing to sustainable 
human development and poverty reduction. 
 

The plenary discussions took place in the 
form of four roundtables on literacy policies 
and strategies, costs and finance, 
programme delivery, literacy interventions 
for crisis, post-conflict and emergency 
situations, and benchmarking, monitoring 
and evaluation. In addition, six panels were 
organized to present effective practices and 
innovative approaches on the themes of 
mother-child literacy and intergenerational 
learning, literacy for health, literacy for 
economic self-sufficiency, media literacy, 
enriching literate environments, and literacy 
and ICTs. An exhibition on “creating a 
literate environment” was also presented 
during the conference. UIL showed an 
animated display featuring Arab literacy 
posters, moderated one of the panels and 
organized the rapporteur’s work of the 
conference, which will result in a report for 
dissemination and further advocacy in the 
region. 
 
Contact: Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org) or  
Carolyn Medel-Anonuevo  
(c.medel-anonuevo@unesco.org) 
 
4.  Supporting Lifelong Learning in 
Uruguay  
 
Right after a broad public debate on lifelong 
learning and in the midst of a process of 
drafting a new education law based on the 
principles of lifelong learning, the Uruguayan 
Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC) 
approached UIL and asked for support. 
 
Two UIL programme specialists visited 
Montevideo on 18 to 25 March 2007 in order 
to establish the cooperation with the MEC, 
to present and discuss UIL’s approach to 
non-formal education and lifelong learning, 
and to gain first-hand insights into the 
concrete Uruguayan context. During five 
intensive working days, UIL had the 
opportunity to meet several times with Luis 
Garibaldi, Director of Education of the MEC, 
and to exchange experiences and identify 
concrete ways in which the non-formal 
education team at the MEC could benefit 
from UIL’s cooperation and support. In three 
TV interviews and in a series of public and 
semi-public seminars with governmental 
stakeholders, representatives of NGOs, 
university faculty and students, UIL was able 
to advocate for lifelong learning and to 
explain related conceptual frameworks and 
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necessary stepping stones – including those 
already applied in other regions.  
 
UIL also visited and consulted with the 
UNESCO Cluster Office in Montevideo and 
had a chance to hold a discussion with the 
International Council of Adult Education 
(ICAE), whose main office is in Montevideo. 
All these activities, along with two field visits 
to non-formal education pilot projects 
coordinated by the MEC, enabled UIL to 
gain a deeper understanding of the 
challenges and successes around non-
formal education and lifelong learning in 
Uruguay. 
 
Following the mutually enriching mission, 
the MEC and UIL intend to continue and 
broaden their cooperation. The joint 
activities foreseen will comprise UIL’s further 
support for advocacy and technical 
assistance in Uruguay, including input for 
the drafting of the new law on lifelong 
learning, the development of a national adult 
education institute and the sub-regional 
(MERCOSUR) mobilization process for 
lifelong learning. Support and cooperation 
will also be explored in specific areas related 
to lifelong learning, such as the recognition 
and validation of non-formal and informal 
learning, family learning strategies, adult 
learners week, and the preparation of 
CONFINTEA VI. 
 
Contact: Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org) or  
Bettina Bochynek 
(b.bochynek@unesco.org) 
 
5. UIL at the ICAE Seventh World 
Assembly and the Seventh World Social 
Forum 
 
The International Council of Adult Education 
(ICAE) held its seventh World Assembly 
back to back with the World Social Forum in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Both of these events were 
opportunities for the UIL to network with civil 
society, to present UIL’s areas of expertise 
and to hear what civil society is expecting 
from the CONFINTEA VI preparation.  
 
The ICAE World Assembly took place from 
17 to 19 January 2007. The Assembly 
gathered together more than 250 adult 
education experts, researchers, 
practitioners, policy makers as well as 
learners from all world regions. The event, 

celebrated the African roots of adult 
education, included plenary sessions and 
workshops on the current global context and 
future trends and perspectives of adult 
education. On the last day a general 
assembly was held. UIL co-organized the 
workshops on “HIV/AIDS, Health and 
Poverty” and “Adult Literacy: A Fundamental 
Right”. The next ICAE World Assembly is 
expected to take place back to back with 
CONFINTEA VI. The participation of civil 
society in the preparatory processes for 
CONFINTEA VI was encouraged. ICAE 
gave its strong support to UIL to organize 
the next CONFINTEA and supported the 
application of Brazil to host the event.  
 
The World Social Forum (WSF), which was 
held on the African continent for the first 
time, took place from 20 to 25 January 2007 
in Nairobi. The official estimate is that about 
50, 000 participants attended the event. 
UNESCO disseminated information on the 
education and science sector and informed 
about UNESCO’s work for which there was 
a strong demand. UIL organized, together 
with UNESCO and the Asian South Pacific 
Bureau for Adult Education (ASPBAE), a 
round table discussion on “Is Literacy 
Relevant for Social Movements”. Speakers 
represented organizations such as Action 
Aid International; Education for Life, 
Philippines; Jeunesse et Développement, 
Mali; NIACE, UK; NIRANTAR, India; and 
OxfamNovib, the Netherlands. One of the 
key discussion points was that there is no 
strong social movement for literacy yet and 
this can be easily seen at events such as 
the WSF in which adult literacy was 
invisible. The participants agreed that 
advocacy efforts for literacy need to be 
increased and greater co-operation between 
all stakeholders should be supported. A 
report on the round table is available upon 
request. 
 
Contact: Laura-Maria Rinta 
(lm.rinta@unesco.org) 
 
6. LIFE Meeting in Mali 
 
Mali, Niger and Senegal are meeting to 
discuss progress on UNESCO’s Literacy 
Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE).  
The aim of this sub-regional meeting, held 
from 27 to 30 March in Bamako, Mali, is to 
bring all three countries up to date regarding 
the mechanisms for implementing this 
initiative. It will also allow participants to 
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elaborate a Needs Assessment and a LIFE 
Country Paper.  
Participants at the meeting will be able to 
exchange innovative literacy practices and 
prepare for the Regional Literacy 
Conference planned for September 2007, to 
be held also in Bamako. 
The meeting is organized by the UNESCO 
Dakar office, the Regional Bureau for 
Education (BREDA) and the UNESCO 
Bamako office in collaboration with the 
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning. 
 
Contact: Carolyn Medel-Anonuevo 
(c.medel-anonuevo@unesco.org) 

 
7. Launch of LIFE in Haïti 
 
UIL’s Director participated in a review 
meeting to analyse the LIFE Needs 
Assessment Documents of Haïti as a 
preparation to the LIFE National Plan of 
Action, and to launch LIFE (UNESCO’s 
Literacy Initiative for Empowerment) in this 
priority country. The meeting was organized 
by the Haïtian Government and the 
UNESCO Office in Port-au-Prince. The 
mission consisted of a seminar to review the 
LIFE Needs Assessment Documents; the 
launching of a Literacy Campaign in the 
Municipality of Jacmel within a new 
approach developed with the Support of 
Spain for LIFE; and the development of an 
overall LIFE Strategy for Haïti in cooperation 
with the Literacy Secretariat (SEA) and 
UNESCO. 
The government of Haïti is determined to 
“eliminate illiteracy in Haïti” by 2010. Three 
million people are considered to be illiterate. 
117,000 live in Jacmel, a municipality in the 
South-East where LIFE will be launched as 
a pilot. 
 
Contact: Adama Ouane 
(a.ouane@unesco.org) 
 
8. Monitoring and Evaluating Family 
Literacy Programmes – 
5th Meeting of the QualiFLY Project 
 
The 5th meeting of the European QualiFLY 
project was held from 19 to 22 February 
2007 in Hamburg. The focus of the meeting 
was on “Monitoring and evaluating family 
literacy programmes”. It was attended by 
participants from the partner countries – 
Malta, Turkey, Italy and Germany as well as 
experts and guests. Two experts had been 
invited: Professor Ayhan Aksu-Koç from the 

Bo� aziçi University, Istanbul, who spoke 
about an evaluation of the Mother Child 
Education Program, and Professor Greg 
Brooks from the University of Sheffield who 
presented family literacy research in 
England which started in 1994 with the 
family literacy demonstration programmes 
run by the Basic Skills Agency. Other guests 
came from France (Agence nationale de 
lutte contre l’illettrisme) and South Africa 
(The Family Literacy Project). 
 
The discussions on evaluation and the 
presentations of the different quantitative 
and qualitative evaluation methods showed 
that the appropriate evaluation strategy 
depends very much on the context and the 
aims of the project. Family literacy is 
multidimensional and has many effects that 
can be assessed through a holistic 
approach. Innovative evaluation approaches 
try to avoid the power relationship between 
the evaluators and the evaluated and bring 
about what is meaningful for the parents and 
children. Evaluations are needed to prove 
that the programme achieves what it is 
aiming for. They should consist of “hard 
facts” (relevant for the funders) and of 
“stories” (relevant for the participants). 
 
Contact: Maren Elfert 
(m.elfert@unesco.org) 
 
9. ALADIN Task Force Meeting 
 
Seven international members of the ALADIN 
Task Force met from 9 to 11 January, 2007 
at the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong 
Learning to discuss past, present and future 
ALADIN activities. Dr. Shah from India 
presented the developments of PALDIN, the 
participatory e-learning programme on adult 
learning documentation and information 
management, which will be piloted in India 
during 2007 and 2008. Gloria Alberti from 
Chile discussed with participants the best 
way to agree on international keywords for 
adult learning documents. Working groups 
on ALADIN governance, Latin American 
developments and PALDIN for a South-
South co-operation with South Africa 
presented their results. The most important 
outcome of the meeting was a re-visited 
Strategic Plan for ALADIN and a concrete 
Work Plan for the period from 2007 up to 
CONFINTEA VI in 2009.  
 
Contact: Lisa Krolak 
(l.krolak@unesco.org) 
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10. First National Workshop on LIFE in 
Khartoum, Sudan 
 
On 29 and 30 January 2007, UNESCO’s 
Literacy Initiative for Empowerment (LIFE) 
was launched in Sudan by the UNESCO 
Office Khartoum in cooperation with the 
Sudanese UNESCO National Commission 
and the National Council for Literacy and 
Adult Education (NCLAE). The event, which 
was broadly covered by national print media 
and TV, was officially opened and closed by 
the Minister of Education and the Director of 
the UNESCO Office Khartoum. About 100 
participants from the national and state 
authorities in charge of literacy and adult 
education, related NGOs and the civil 
society took stock of the current literacy 
situation in Sudan and discussed about 
possible ways of accelerating efforts in order 
to achieve a 50% improvement in levels of 
adult literacy by 2015. The first workshop 
day was used to present the literacy 
experience in Sudan from a historical 
perspective by the new Director of the 
NCLAE, a summary of a study on literacy 
and language that UIL had commissioned 
to, an introduction to LIFE by UIL, and a 
series of successful experiences of NGOS 
such as GOAL, Pamuja, Adra, Plan Sudan, 
SOLO and the UNESCO Chair for Women 
in Science & Technology.  
 
The second workshop day was reserved for 
group work during which participants 
analysed what needs to be done to achieve 
EFA goal 4 (50% improvement of adult 
literacy) at the country, state and community 
levels and strategized on how to get there. 
UIL was invited by the NCLAE to a follow up 
meeting on 31 January which was attended 
by about 40 senior staff from the national 
and state levels in order to discuss literacy 
policies and strategies on the basis of a 
presentation that UIL had prepared as a 
substantial input to the Sudanese LIFE 
process. This meeting, together with the 
national launching workshop, was an 
important cornerstone for building capacities 
and sustainable working relationships to 
successfully implement LIFE in Sudan. 
 
Contact: Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org)      
 

11. Synergies from the Interface of 
Formal and Non-formal Education 
Approaches in HIV/AIDS Prevention  
 
In 2007, UIL with several partners is 
launching a new initiative on the synergies 
between formal and non-formal education 
approaches in HIV/AIDS prevention in 
Africa. A first sub-regional workshop for 
prevention practitioners from West-Africa 
was held in Segou, Mali from April 3–6, 
2007, co-organized by the Malian NGO 
“Jeunesse & Développement”. More than 30 
participants from organizations active in 
HIV/AIDS prevention from Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali and 
Senegal presented and discussed their work 
with a focus on the potential for synergies at 
the interface between formal and non-formal 
education approaches. The following 
questions were addressed: How is non-
formal prevention education brought 
together with the formal system? How is the 
synergy attained? What are the lessons? 
How can the lessons be made available for 
use in other contexts? 
  
A second sub-regional workshop for 
Southern Africa is foreseen, to be held in the 
first week of May, in co-operation with DVV 
International, while a regional seminar 
bringing together the Western African and 
Southem African experiences will be 
organized in Abuja, Nigeria in June 2007, in 
cooperation with the ADEA Working Group 
on NFE.   
  
This new UIL initiative results from 
experiences made in the last years with 
regard to non-formal education approaches 
in HIV/AIDS prevention. In collaboration with 
the ADEA WGNFE, UIL had initiated a 
project which consists of making an 
inventory of HIV preventive education in 
NFE in selected countries (Botwana, 
Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Mali, 
Namibia, Senegal, South Africa, Uganda 
and Zambia). The inventory confirms the 
wide range and types of activities that are 
being carried out and that it remains a 
challenge to upstream (or mainstream) the 
lessons from these activities. Case studies 
conducted side by side with the inventory 
show that there are many rich lessons that 
could be shared with formal education. The 
non-formal education activities on HIV 
prevention have a lot to offer to formal 
education and deserve recognition and 
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mainstreaming. Four key aspects deserve 
special attention in this regard: 1) a gender 
fair perspective needs to be clearly 
articulated; 2) stigma and discrimination 
need to be addressed; 3) participatory 
approaches and community based 
approaches are key in HIV prevention; and  
4) there is need to involve People Living 
With HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) in all phases of 
HIV preventive education work. 
  
Contact:  
Carolyn Medel-Anonuevo 
(c.medel-anonuevo@unesco.org) or  
Werner Mauch 
(w.mauch@unesco.org) 

 
12. Meeting of Literacy Experts of the 
Broader Middle East and North Africa 
and G8 Member States in Yemen 
 
From 12 to 14 February 2007 a meeting of 
literacy experts of the Broader Middle East 
and North Africa (BMENA) and the Group of 
Eight (G8) was held in Sana’a, Yemen under 
G8 member state commitment. The title of 
the meeting was “Approaches and 
Partnerships Towards Literacy for All”. Being 
a continuation of a series of meetings held 
since 2005, the Sana’a meeting focused on 
reviewing what has been achieved with 
regard to EFA goal 4 (increasing the literacy 
rate by 50% by 2015) through imparting 
literacy skills to an additional 20 million 
adults in the region and how cooperation 
among countries of the region in using 
innovative approaches to literacy can be 
enhanced. The meeting was attended by 
around 80 participants from BMENA, G8, 
international and multilateral organizations, 
NGOs and civil society. UNESCO was well 
represented with six staff members and the 
Secretary of the National Commission of 
Oman. During the meeting, participants 
presented progress and examples of inno-
vative approaches towards literacy in 
Yemen and across the region. UNESCO 
contributed to the programme with presen-
tations on the Literacy Assessment and 
Monitoring Programme (LAMP), literacy and 
crisis responses, UNLD and LIFE. USAID 
showcased the new BMENA Literacy Hub. 
On two afternoons participants had the 
opportunity to visit literacy projects in 
Sana’a.  
 
Among the main outcomes of the meeting, a 
wider regional participation than in previous 
meetings was noted. Despite some achieve-

ments that have been made, more effort and 
support are needed to reach EFA goal 4. It 
was recommended that special priority 
should be accorded to BMENA countries 
with highest illiteracy rates, with activities 
focusing on women, youth and disadvan-
taged groups. This is perfectly in line with 
UNESCO’s literacy initiative LIFE (2005-
2015). One of the agreements was that each 
BMENA country will nominate a Ministry 
focal point on literacy at ministerial level 
under the umbrella of the G8-BMENA 
EducationTask Force.  
 
Contact: Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org) 
 
13. ADEA Steering Committee Meeting  
 
The 27th session of the steering committee 
for the Association for the Development of 
Education in Africa (ADEA) was organised in 
Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, from 28 to 
30 March 2007.The UIL Director attended 
the meeting as a representative of the 
Working Group on Non-formal Education 
(WGNFE). Main issues discussed in the 
meeting were the strategic plan of ADEA, 
the transfer of ADEA Secretariat to Africa, 
and the strategic partnership with the African 
Union. The WGNFE's activity report for 
2006, programme and budget for 2007, 
strategic activity table 2008–2010, and a 
briefing note on the strategic planning 
meeting organised in Ouagadougou last 
February were discussed and approved by 
the steering committee administrative 
members, who are representatives of bi- 
and multi-lateral development agencies.   
 
Contact: Adama Ouane 
(a.ouane@unesco.org) 
 
14. Strategic Planning Meeting of the 
ADEA Working Group on Non-formal 
Education  
 
Ten years after its creation in 1996, the 
Working Group on Non-Formal Education of 
ADEA felt the need to look at what the group 
has achieved, how the education field and 
more specifically the field of non-formal 
education has changed, what are the new 
trends and challenges and what should the 
future role of WGNFE be. Against this 
background, UIL, the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Co-operation (SDC) and 
the Association pour la Promotion de 
l’Éducation Non Formelle (APENF) 
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organized a strategic planning meeting 
which was held in Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso from 6 to 9 February 2007. To plan for 
this meeting, the core team of the WGNFE 
had met in Hamburg in January. 
  
The meeting had 53 participants composed 
of representatives from national ministries in 
Africa; WGNFE country working groups; 
national, sub-regional and regional NGOs 
and networks; universities as well as inter-
national development agencies from 17 
different countries. One of the key outcomes 
was the drafting of elements for the strategic 
orientation that the core group of the 
WGNFE will continue to elaborate during the 
coming months. Besides the intensive work 
during the meeting, participants also had a 
chance to visit adult education and non-
formal education centres in Burkina Faso: a 
school for nomadic people as well as a bi-
lingual school for children.  
  
The activities of the WGNFE this year will 
focus on the establishment of an inter-
country quality node on literacy and the 
organisation of a ministerial forum on 
literacy within the All African 
Regional Conference in Support of Global 
Literacy within the framework of UNLD and 
LIFE in September.  
 
The meeting was also a landmark for the 
WGNFE as the transfer of its coordination to 
Africa is finally concretized.The new host 
agency will be APENF; the new coordinator 
is Ms Koumba Barry Boly from Burkina 
Faso. UIL will continue to work closely with 
the WGNFE but its role will now shift from a 
coordinating agency to a technical advisor.  
 
Contact: Rika Yorozu 
(r.yorozu@unesco.org) or  
Madina Bolly 
(m.bolly@unesco.org) 
 
15. Second Inter-governmental Meeting 
of the Regional Education Project for 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
(PRELAC II) 
 
UIL participated in the Second Inter-
governmental Meeting of the Regional 
Education Project for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, which took place 29 to 30 March 
2007 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, under the 
title “Quality Education for All”. 
UNESCO/OREALC was hosting this event 
together with the Argentinean Ministry of 

Education, Science and Technology and 
Presidency of the Nation. It was a follow up 
of PRELAC I held in Cuba 2002. Among the 
200 or so participants were official govern-
ment delegations, observers from interna-
tional and bilateral organizations, UNESCO 
staff mainly from the region, and media 
people.The main results of a comprehensive 
monitoring report on the regional education 
situation (“Guaranteeing Quality Education 
for All”) was presented by OREALC, 
analysing equity, relevance, pertinence, 
effectiveness and efficiency of education in 
each of the countries of the region. Though 
important achievements could be registered, 
countries still have to face considerable 
challenges – in particular in Central America 
– to reach the six EFA goals. Poverty and 
the huge socio-economic divides in Latin 
America were identified as the main factors 
impeding quality education for all. Other 
panels, where Education Ministers from 
different countries of the region were invited 
to present, focused on finances and 
teachers. Moreover, OREALC presented 
preliminary results of an ongoing compara-
tive study of the Latin American Laboratory 
of Evaluation of Quality of Education and the 
Network of Latin American Education 
Portals. In the final plenary the Ministers of 
Education discussed   adjustments to 
PRELAC statutes and regulations and 
adopted final recommendations. As outcome 
of the meeting the Ministers of Education of 
Latin America and the Caribbean adopted 
the “Buenos Aires Declaration”, ratifying the 
need to strengthen efforts to achieve a 
quality education for all. 
 
Contact: 
Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org) 
 
16. 11th ABEP Workshop in Botswana 
 
In 2005 UIL started a consultancy in 
Botswana with the aim of developing an 
outcome-based and modularized Adult 
Basic Education Programme (ABEP) which 
is equivalent to Standard 7 and subsumes 
the literacy level as the foundational one. 
The 11th Workshop in the context of the 
consultancy – held from 5–15 February 
2007 in Gaborone –  was jointly carried out 
by the Botswana Department of Non-formal 
Education (DNFE) and an international team 
coordinated by UIL. The main purpose of the 
writers’ teams was to finalize the review 
work of level 2 modules, to coordinate the 
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story boards and to start writing the first 
units of level 3 modules. In a parallel 
working session with a Media, Research & 
Evaluation Team the portfolio was presented 
as a new form of learning performance 
assessment and adopted for ABEP. An 
open meeting was organized to inform 
private publishers about the upcoming 
tender to be launched by the DNFE in 
search for the best offer to finally edit and 
publish the learning material. In the usual 
final planning meeting the core team of the 
DNFE and UIL jointly analysed work 
progress and agreed upon the follow up 
activities. On 8 February, UIL was invited by 
the Chair of the ABEP Reference Committee 
to lecture at the University of Botswana on 
lifelong learning as the guiding paradigm of 
education for all. 
 
Contact: 
Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org) 
 
17. Second Meeting of EU Project on 
“Literacy and Life Skills in Prison“  
 
From 21 to 23 February 2007, the second 
meeting of the Grundtvig 2 Learning 
Partnership on “Literacy and Life Skills in 
Prison” took place in Thessaloniki, Greece. 
The Learning Partnership, which is coordi-
nated by UIL and consists of partners from 
Germany, Greece and Romania, had held 
its first meeting in November last year in 
Hamburg, Germany. The Greek partner 
organization ARSIS prepared a programme 
which consisted of two site visits, two 
meeting sessions and a one day open 
conference under the name “Literacy and 
Life Skills in Prison: The Case of the Judicial 
Prison of Diavata in Thessaloniki”. The visits 
to the Kassandra Prison – an “agricultural 
prison” in the rural area – and the Diavata 
Prison in Thessaloniki were important to get 
an impression of the challenges and difficult 
conditions in which ARSIS has to implement 
their literacy and adult education activities. 
In particular the Diavata Prison is heavily 
overcrowded, about half of the inmates are 
migrants, drugs are a common problem, and 
education is allotted a marginal role.  
 
During the meeting sessions, partners 
updated each other on progress made in 
their educational activities following up on 
discussions held in the first meeting in 
Hamburg. The Head of the Family Learning 
Division of the Language and Literacy Unit 

(LLU+) at London South Bank University 
was invited as a resource person to share 
exciting experiences on family learning in 
prison. Pilot projects have shown promising 
results in using this approach. Literacy is 
embedded in a variety of activities that 
fathers and/or mothers carry out together 
with their children with the aim to help 
(imprisoned) parents to help their children 
and at the same time to support family 
relations.  
 
The public conference, which was complete-
ly translated from Greek to English and vice 
versa, provided an opportunity to communi-
cate more extensively with different stake-
holders in charge of prisons and active in 
education in prisons. While during the 
morning session, UIL, the partners from 
Germany and Romania, and the resource 
person from LLU+ presented educational 
proposals and experiences, during the 
afternoon different Greek stakeholders, 
including a number of NGOs, presented 
their educational experiences. The event 
was covered by the local media and offered 
an opportunity to raise awareness among a 
broader public on issues related to literacy 
and life skills in prison.  
 
The next project meeting will be held in May 
2007 in Bucharest, Romania.  
 
Contact: Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org) 
 
18. High Level Workshop on International 
Benchmarks on Literacy 
 
In cooperation with several partners, 
ACTIONAID International organized the high 
level workshop “Writing the Wrongs: On 
Making the Case for Adult Literacy and 
Transforming Policy and Practice”. The 
workshop focused on international bench-
marks on literacy which they have 
developed with a wide range of literacy 
stakeholders. Held in Abuja, Nigeria from 12 
to 16 February, the meeting, which was co-
hosted by the Ministry of Education, brought 
together government officials and represent-
tatives of non-government organizations 
from Africa, Asia and Latin America. The 
objectives of the meeting were 1) to make 
the case for adult literacy as integral to the 
achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals, help to renew political will, break the 
cycle of under-funding and to attract new 
investment; 2) to explore the use of the 
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International Benchmarks on Adult Literacy 
produced in 2005 for developing conducive 
policy frameworks for adult literacy and for 
designing effective programmes and 3) to 
form a new global alliance, across sectors, 
to prioritise adult literacy and build new 
political momentum.  
 
By the end of the meeting, the participants 
agreed on the Abuja Call for Action and 
expressed their commitment to disseminate 
it and follow it up. For UNESCO, one 
concrete follow up of the Abuja Meeting was 
the presentation of the International 
Benchmarks and the Call for Action in the 
LIFE sub-regional meeting held in Bamako, 
Mali from 27 to 30 March. 
 
Contact:  
Carolyn Medel-Anonuevo 
(c.medel-anonuevo@unesco.org) 
 
19. Meeting of German Coordination 
Group for the UNLD 
 
The 9th meeting of the German Coordina-
tion Group for the United Nations Literacy 
Decade (“Bündnis für Alphabetisierung und 
Grundbildung in Deutschland”) was held on 
13 February 2007 in the premises of the 
German Association for Adult Education 
(DVV) in Bonn. The group meets twice a 
year to exchange information, coordinate 
activities among the members and plan and 
follow-up common activities.  
The main issue was the literacy research 
programme launched by the Federal 
Ministry for Education and Research 
(BMBF).The BMBF research programme will 
be one of the main themes of the next 
Annual Conference of the Federal Literacy 
Association which will be held from 24 to 26 
October in Hamburg. 
 
Contact: Maren Elfert 
(m.elfert@unesco.org) 
 
20. Mapping of Literacy Research 
Worldwide 
 
The UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning 
(UIL) is currently conducting a project to 
map adult literacy research worldwide since 
the year 2000. In order to carry out this 
investigation we would like to ask you to 
help us by informing our Institute about 
research conducted from 2000 on in the field 
of adult literacy and its results. We would 
also appreciate it if you could share the 

research reports with us or indicate where 
we may access them.  
 
Contact: 
Ulrike Hanemann 
(u.hanemann@unesco.org) or 
Lisa Krolak 
(l.krolak@unesco.org) 
 
21. Recognition of Experiential Learning 
in African Countries 
 
From 25 to 27 June 2007 an international 
seminar on “Recognition of experiential 
learning: Prospects for its development in 
African countries” will be held in Paris. The 
meeting will be organized by the National 
Commission for UNESCO in partnership 
with UIL. 
 
Contact: Madhu Singh 
(m.singh@unesco.org) 
 
22. International Review of Education  
welcomes contributions 
 
The International Review of Education (IRE), 
edited by the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong 
Learning, the longest-running journal on 
comparative education in the world, is happy 
to consider articles on relevant subjects. IRE 
is a double-blind, peer-reviewed journal, run 
with the advice of an international Editorial 
Board and a panel of Consulting Editors, 
and published and distributed by Springer 
Science and Business Media ( see 
www.springer.com/dal/home/education). 
While IRE maintains the objectivity of an 
academic periodical, much of its content 
reflects the areas of focus of UIL and 
UNESCO.The scope of the journal includes 
policy issues, educational trends, learning 
innovations and educational development. 
Adult basic education and learning through-
out life are important concerns of the journal. 
While entertaining submissions from all over 
the world, IRE particularly encourages 
participation from scholars and researchers 
in developing countries. 
 
Articles should normally be a maximum of 
6,000 words and should be accompanied by 
an abstract of about 150 words, a list of key 
words and a short biographical note. Shorter 
contributions of approximately 2,000 words 
may also be considered as Notes. 
 
All manuscripts should be submitted online 
(via http://www.editorialmanager.com/revi). 
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Contact: Christopher McIntosh 
(c.mcintosh@unesco.org) 
 
23. African Perspectives on Adult 
Learning : Call for Book Proposal 
 
The Department of Adult Education of the 
University of Botswana, the Institute for 
International Co-operation of the German 
Adult Education Association, and the 
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning 
(former UNESCO Institute for Education), 
have co-operated to develop a textbook 
series entitled African Perspectives on Adult 
Learning. The purpose of the series is to 
provide accessible textbooks to students in 
Africa studying adult education, especially at 
the Diploma and Bachelor's degree level. 
The books are co-published by a 
commercial publisher and the UNESCO 
Institute for Lifelong Learning. 
 
 Five titles already published, are: 
 
The Psychology of Adult Education in Africa, 
by Thomas Fasokun, Anne Katahoire and 
Akpovire Oduaran. 
Foundations of Adult Education in Africa, by 
Frederick Nafukho, Maurice Amutabi and 
Ruth Otunga. 
Developing Programmes for Adult Learners 
in Africa, by Matthew Gboku and Nthogo 
Lekoko. 
The Social Context of Adult Learning in 
Africa, by Sabo Indabawa and Stanley 
Mpofu. 
Research Methods for Adult Educators in 
Africa, by Bagele Chilisa and Julia Preece. 
 
Further titles on the History and 
Management of Adult Education in Africa 
are currently being written. 
 
The Editorial Board of the series now 
believe that there is a need for a further 
volume addressing the question of which 
models of adult education are appropriate 
for Africa, as models differ radically in 
underlying philosophy and in their 
implications for planning and implement-
tation. Some examples of widely applied 
models include: the functionalist model, 
emphasising human capital formation; the 
critical literacy model, focusing on 
consciousness raising and empowerment; 
the reflective learning model, aiming to 
develop thinking skills; and the humanistic 

model, whose purpose is to broaden 
learners’ horizons and enrich their minds. 
 
The proposed book will examine a variety of 
models, including traditional African ones, 
discussing their suitability for the African 
context and which combinations may be 
more appropriate than others. The book will 
be about 70,000 words long and consist of 
approximately 10-12 chapters, each 
including an overview, a list of learning 
objectives, a glossary of key terms, a series 
of suggested activities to assist learning, 
and a proposed reading list. There will also 
be a full bibliography at the end of the book. 
 
If you wish to submit to submit a proposal 
you should have an academic background 
and preferably a higher degree in adult 
education or a related field, plus experience 
in teaching adults. A broad knowledge of the 
theory and practice of adult education is 
essential, as is a thorough familiarity with 
Africa and a variety of its regions and 
cultures. 
 
The proposal should be about 1,000 words 
long and consist of an overview of the book, 
a summary of the proposed contents 
chapter by chapter, a sample of text and an 
indication of the sources that will be used.  
 
Evidence must be shown that the text will be 
centred on the realities of adult learning in 
Africa.  Thus, every effort must be made to 
refer to publications and research rooted in 
the African context, rather than to works 
from North America and Europe. 
Furthermore, discussion of theories, policies 
and practices must be primarily in terms of 
the African situation, with examples drawn 
from Africa. The proposals will be evaluated 
from this perspective.   
 
The decision of the Board will be conveyed 
to authors by the end of June 2007.Those 
authors whose proposals are accepted must 
be willing to attend a workshop in Gaborone, 
Botswana at which the expectations of the 
Series Editorial Board and of the publishers 
will be discussed and clarified.  Writing 
contracts will be finalized at this point. 
Successful authors will be paid a writing fee 
and will be expected to submit their 
manuscripts on the prescribed times. 
 
Book Proposals accompanied by Curricula 
Vitae of all authors should be submitted by 
May 21, 2007 to: 
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Dr. Gabo Ntseane 
Series Managing Editor 
Department of Adult Education 
University of Botswana 
P/Bag 0022, 
Gaborone, 
Botswana. 
E-mail: ntseanep@mopipi.ub.bw 
Tel: 267-3552266 
 
More information about the Textbook Series 
(including the Book Guidelines) can be 
found in the Project Description African 
Perspectives on Adult Learning. A Textbook 
Series, which is posted on the following 
websites: 
http://www.iiz-dvv.de 
http://www.unesco.org/uil  
 
Contact: 
Christopher McIntosh 
(c.mcintosh@unesco.org). 
 
24. Visitors 
 
From 8 to 11 January, 2007 Professor 
Anatole Niaméogo  from the Association for 
the Promotion of Non-Formal Education 
(APNFE) based in Burkina Faso visited UIL 
to prepare with UIL staff the Strategic 
Planning Meeting of the ADEA Working 
Group on Non-formal Education in 
Ouagadougou. He held a lecture at UIL on 
“Measuring the Right to Education”. Prof. 
Niamégo is co-editor of the recent UIL 
publication with the same title. The publica-
tion gives valuable insights into the metho-
dology to measure the realization of the right 
to education based on the four key dimen-
sions acceptability, adaptability, availability 
and accessibility. The subsequent dis-
cussion focused on potentials of  this 
method in connection with the rights-based 
approach  in support of literacy and adult 
non-formal basic education. 
 
On 11 January Dr. Sven Nickel  and 
Yvonne Zirra  from the University of Bremen 
visited UIL to discuss issues related to 
family literacy. 
 
On 18 January Anna Haas  and Aaron 
Benavot  from the team of the EFA Global 
Monitoring Report (GMR)  visited UIL to 
meet with UIL staff to exchange on suitable 
ways of monitoring EFA goal 3 (related to 
life skills programmes) for the Global 
Monitoring Report. The 2008 issue of the 
GMR will appear in November this year. It 

will include an assessment of the general 
progress with regard to the EFA goals.  
 
On 29 January Dr Carlos Ruano , Education 
Specialist from the UNESCO Office Quito, 
Ecuador visited UIL to discuss common 
fields of work with UIL’s research staff.  
 
On 15 February, Harmen van Paradijs , 
Springer Publishing House, visited UIL to 
discuss matters regarding the International 
Review of Education with UIL Director 
Adama Ouane and IRE Executive Editor, 
Christopher McIntosh. 
 
On 16 February Dr. Birgit Spengler  from 
the Ministry of Culture of the Saarland 
visited UIL to learn more about the FLY 
family literacy project. 
 
On 9 March a group of international students 
from InWEnt  visited UIL to inform 
themselves on UNESCO’s and UIL’s work. 
 
On 29 March, Prof. Helmut Schreier  from 
the Education Faculty of the University of 
Hamburg visited UIL to discuss a possible 
joint publication. 
 
25. Staff Matters 
 
UIL thanks Annika Fricke of Cologne for her 
internship from 29 January to 23 February 
2007. UIL welcomes Isabel Wenzl of 
Heidelberg for her internship from 1 March 
to 13 April and Jung Eun Lee of Seoul, 
Republic of Korea for her internship lasting 
from 1 March to 31 August 2007.  
 
26. Recent publications  
 
International Review of Education. Vol. 53, 
No. 1, 2007 
 
This issue contains the following studies: 
 
Medrano Samaniego and Alejandra Cortés 
Pascual: 

“The Teaching and Learning of 
Values Through Television” 

Kodjo Attikpoé: 
“La littérature de jeunesse entre 
normes pédagogiques et littéraires: 
le cas des pays francophones 
d’Afrique” 

Mustafa Cin: 
“Alternative Views of the Solar 
System Among Turkish Students“ 
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Joseph Watras: 
“Was Fundamental Education 
Another Form of Colonialism?“ 

Johannes Giesinger: 
“Die moralischen Rechte von 
Kindern” 

 
It also features reviews of recent publica-
tions in comparative and international 
education. 

 
Measuring the Right to 
Education  
Co-published by UIL, 
Schulthess publishers 
and the Interdisciplinary 
Institute for Ethics and 
Human Rights in 
Fribourg, Switzerland.  
UIL, 2006 – ISBN 92-
820-1150-X 

ISBN 978-3-7255-5252-8 (Schulthess) 
 
This book presents a methodology for 
observation and analysis that is informed by 
an array of indicators designed to measure 
the four capacities of the educational 
system: acceptability, adaptability, 
availability and accessibility. This innovative 
methodology has been developed in a 
partnership between the Interdisciplinary 
Institute for Ethics and Human Rights 
(IIEHR) at the University of Fribourg in 
Switzerland and the Association for the 
promotion of non-formal education in 
Burkina Faso (APENF). The methodology is 
presented with its first results, which are the 
outcome of field surveys carried out in 
Burkina Faso. 
 

 
Adult Education for 
Indigenous Peoples and 
Minorities: A Thematic 
Review 
Eds.: Luis Enrique López 
and Ulrike Hanemann, UIL 
2007 – 92-820-1149-6 
 

This publication, based on a workshop held 
in the context of the CONFINTEA V Mid-
Term Review Conference, addresses the 
issue of adult education for the estimated 
300 million people in the world belonging to 
indigenous population groups. It includes an 
overall survey, reports and good practice 
models from many different countries, and a 
list of the final recommendations made by 
the workshop. 

 
Beating the Drums for 
Attention 
Ed.: Bettina Bochynek 
UIL, 2007 
 
The present publication is 
the final product of the 
collective work of 
IntALWinE, giving an 

account of the activities carried out and the 
results achieved in the framework of the 
Socrates/Grundtvig network. It includes a 
series of suggestions and examples of good 
practice collected by the IntALWinE partners 
for the improvement of learning festivals and 
structured in five categories around events 
and activities, promotional material awards, 
cooperation and evaluation. Two sets of 
policy recommendations are also presented 
in this publication: one produced by the 
network partners and the other one drafted 
by the adult learners involved in the network 
activities.   
 
Forthcoming Publications 
 
Gemeinsam in der Sprache baden: Family 
Literacy. Internationale Konzepte zur 
familienorientierten Schriftsprachförderung 
Eds.: Maren Elfert and Gabriele Rabkin 
UIL, LI and Ernst Klett Sprachen – 
ISBN 3-12-555111-0 
 

 

 

 


