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RIGA

Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia is the national authority that is responsible of the implementation of the human rights education in the national education policy. 
The Programme of Value Education and Socialization for 2009 – 2013 defines the most important values, which should be taught to students during the process of education, including lessons and extracurricular activities developing insight and positive attitude. These issues and values have been defined as follows: 
human and his personality, life, health and safety, spirituality and moral, respectful, accountable and indulgent relationship of people, knowledge and work for promotion of one’s own and society’s welfare, patriotism and civic participation, family, traditions and culture, as well as nature and environment for the sustainable development.
The implementation of the human rights are also included in the conceptual documents approved by the Saeima (Parliament) of the Republic of Latvia - A Growth Model for Latvia: People First (approved on 26 October 2005), Latvian National Development Plan for 2007 – 2013 (approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia on 4 July 2006) and Conception of "Improvement of the Career Development Support System"(approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia on 27 March 2006). 
The goal of the Programme of Value Education and Socialization for 2009 – 2013 is to facilitate welfare of society and every people, safety, sustainable development, creative and determined personalities, knowledge and skills for life – long, enterprise and initiative, competitiveness in labor market, accountability and responsibility against state and fellow citizens, united society, tolerance towards different, respect towards self and others. The objective of the program is improvement of systematic, determined and successive socialization work in educational institutions, to promote quality of value education and provide student development into knowledgeable, determined and enterprising citizens.
Issues of human rights education, mutual respect and civic education have been also integrated in the curriculum content of several education standards of basic education subjects, like in social sciences or in Latvian and world history. These contents are established by the Regulations No 1027 approved by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia on 19 December 2006 “On the State Standard in Basic Education and the Standards of Basic Education Subjects”.
Regarding examination and monitoring, the basic requirements for social science subjects learning have been set in accordance with the human rights education norms. It is expected that by finishing the 9th grade (primary school), student is: tolerant towards everything different (except in situations when personal and society’s safety is being injured); knows and can put in practice options of civil participation in processes of school, local authorities and national level; understands, that people has different religious, political and other beliefs; is tolerant towards minority attitude; knows the concept of rule of law, is able to name basic human rights and is aware of their immunity.

On 2008 Regulations Nr. 715 „On the national standard for general secondary education and subject standards for general secondary education in several subjects were improved by enhancing the content of the following subject which tackle issues of human rights, human rights education, mutual respect and civic education: Social sciences, Health education, Latvian and world history, Ethics. 
Cabinet of Ministers Regulations No. 211 (27 June 2000) “Regulations on the national vocational secondary education standard and the national vocational education standard” determines main objectives of education programme for profession and vocation schools, defining that a student must get insight into basic knowledge about state, politics and rights, must gain skills in participation principles of the democratic society – knows the political structure of their state, understands basic principles of rights and democracy and is able to use these rights using different instruments of democratic society. In education program it is provided by social sciences and selection subject of cultural education’s educational area – politics and rights.
Issues of human rights, civic education and value education are also included in the entire teacher training and teacher in-service training programs in higher education institutions, in teacher professional improvement courses. Inclusion of these topics in different teaching materials is also one of the criteria for evaluation of the content of teaching aids.

Issues of Human Rights are included in several study programs of universities, for example:
· Daugavpils University’s professional bachelor’s degree study program “Law Science”, course “Human Rights of Europe” (3 credits)

· Riga Stradina University Bachelors degree  study program “Law Science”, course “Human Rights” (3 credits)
· University of Latvia bachelor’s degree study program “Law Science”, course “Human Rights” (3 credits)

· Higher School of Social Technologies professional bachelor’s degree study programme “Law Science”, course “Human Rights” (2 credits) 
· School of Business Administration “Turiba” 2nd level professional higher education study programme “Law Science” course “Human Rights” (3 credits), and professional master’s study programme “Law Science”, course “Mechanisms of Human Rights legislation” (2 credits)

Currently it is foreseen that the Ministry of Education and Science will be involved also in the implementation of the Programme for the Promotion of Tolerance 2009.-2013 initiated by the Ministry of Children, Family and Integration Affairs. Within this program it is planned to develop interactive materials linked to tolerance, Christian values education and social science classes in schools, to implement campaign against violence in schools “Class without abuse”, to organize annual camps for youth from different cultural environment, and to develop and publish informatively educational materials for promotion of tolerance as well. It is expected that also this programme will contribute towards inclusive and quality human rights education in Latvia. 
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