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COUNTRY REPORT

on measures taken for implementation of the 
UNESCO Convention and the Recommendation against Discrimination in Education
Republic of Uzbekistan is State Party to the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education since 8 March 1998.

Since gaining of its Independence in 1991, the Republic of Uzbekistan realizes national policy directed to ensuring constitutional right of every person to education and implementation of equal opportunities and attitude in the field of personnel training (Article 41 of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan). Education is proclaimed as a priority in the field of social development of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
The guiding principles of state policy in the field of education as stipulated in Article 3 of the Law “On Education” of the Republic of Uzbekistan are the following:
· humanistic, democratic character of education and upbringing;
· continuity and succession of education;

· compulsory general-secondary as well as secondary specialized and professional education;
· freedom to choose direction of secondary specialized, professional education: to continue education at academic lyceums or professional colleges;
· secular character of the education system;
· accessibility of education within the state educational standards;
· unity and differentiation of approach to selection of learning programs;
· promotion of education and encouragement of gifted child;
· combination of state and public management in the education system.
Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan does not contain the term “national minority”. Everyone has equal right to receive education regardless of gender, language, age, race, nationality (ethnic groups), belief, religious affiliation, social origin, profession, social status and place of residence, duration of living in the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Citizens of others countries have the right to receive education in the Republic of Uzbekistan in compliance with international agreements. Persons – non-citizens, who are living in Uzbekistan, have equal right to receive education alongside with the citizens of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Right to education is ensured by:
· development and social partnership of governmental and non-governmental educational establishments;
· organization of pre-service and in-service training programs as well as work oriented training programs for unemployed persons;
· free compulsory primary, secondary and vocational education;
· equal rights to enter higher educational establishments to continue education. 
Regulations of the UNESCO’s Convention against Discrimination in Education are reflected in the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan (Article 41) and in other legal documents of Uzbekistan.
Remarks: 

As mentioned above, in the Republic of Uzbekistan have been created all conditions for every person to receive secondary education (citizens, non-citizens; and in accordance with established procedures, the citizens of foreign countries and families with “refugee” status from respective international organizations). Secondary education is taught in seven languages (Uzbek, Karakalpak, Russian, Tajik, Turkmen, Kyrgyz, and Kazakh). 

Policy of the Ministry of Public Education of Uzbekistan is focused on development of the equal quality secondary education for all, and according to the Law “On Education” of the Republic of Uzbekistan there is no provision for collection of statistics depending on pupil’s nationality (ethnic group), citizenship, social origin, status of refugee and others.
1. 
Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan (adopted on 08.12.1992). Chapter 9, Article 41: Everyone shall have the right to education. The state shall guarantee free secondary education. Schooling shall be under state supervision.
2. 
The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Education” (adopted on 29.08.1997).
· Article 4: The right to receive education is given to all, irrespective of gender, language, age, race, nationality (ethnic group), conscience, religious beliefs, social origin, occupation, social status, place of residence, period of residence in the territory of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

· Article 18: The State shall support home schooling and self-education. Home schooling and self-education should be carried out using the programs of the corresponding educational institutions. Methodical consulting and other assistance should be given by representatives of state institutions.

· Article 20: Students of educational institutions are given the privileges of a scholarship and hostel room according to the normative documents.

· Article 22: The training and support of orphans and children without parents or legal guardians is legally achieved with full state funding.

· Article 23: Specialized educational institutions are being organized to train and treat physically and mentally handicapped children and teenagers. The decision on children’s attendance at educational institutions and removal from study are taking by psychological-medical-pedagogical commission on the basis of agreement with consent of parents or legal guardians. Tuition fee of students of the specialized educational institutions are fully or partly covered by state funds.

· Article 24: Specialized education institutions are providing educational, professional training and social rehabilitation programs for children and teenagers, who need special conditions for rehabilitation and learning. There is special governmental regulation for providing learning and self-learning opportunities for those in prison.
Remarks:

It should be noted, that parents of every child have the right for free choose of school where his/her child will attend with respective language of teaching. Twice a year the teachers of the schools register every child, from local community, in order to cover everybody with compulsory secondary and technical-vocational education.

· Article 30: Parents or legal guardians of children must defend the legal rights and interest of the child and are responsible for its upbringing and receiving pre-school, secondary, special secondary and vocational education.

· Article 29: The State education bodies control private educational institutions compliance to the education laws. Private educational institutions violating the education laws may have their activities suspended by their accreditation bodies. Admission to private educational institutions is at the same time and by the same time methods as state educational institutions.
3.
The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan on “Family Code” (adopted on 30.04.1998)
Article 73: Parents are responsible for upbringing and development of their children. They are obliged care about health and physical, mental, spiritual and moral development of their children. Parents must ensure getting necessary level of education by children, established by law.
4.
The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Social Protection of People with Disabilities (adopted on 11.07.2008).
5.
The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Guarantee of Child Rights (adopted on 07.01.2008).
6.
National Programme of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Personnel Training (adopted on 29.08.1997).

7.
State Programme on Development of School Education for 2004-2009 (adopted in accordance with the Resolution № 321 of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated 09.07.2004). 
For the purpose of promotion of human rights the subjects on humanism values included into curriculum or integrated into existing subjects in all levels of education, such as:
· “Odobnoma” (Ethics) and “ABC of Constitution” in primary education;

· “Trip to the Constitution World”, “History”, “Basics of Moral”, “Literature”, “Basics of State and Law” in secondary education;
· “Person and Society” in secondary specialized, vocational education;
· “History of Uzbekistan”, “Cultural Rights”, “Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan”, “Human rights”, “Child rights” in higher education.
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