The Convention against Discrimination in Education has been ratified by the government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
The government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has, in line with the constitutional demand of the UNESCO on promoting “the ideal of providing equal opportunity to education regardless of differences in race, sex and/or economic and social conditions”, made consistent effort to prohibit any kind of discrimination in education and to provide equal opportunity to education for all people.

The “Socialist Constitution of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea”, the backbone law of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (D.P.R. of Korea) and other legislations on education provide legal grounds for providing for all members of the society equal opportunity to education.

The Article 73, Chapter 5 of the Socialist Constitution of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea stipulates:  “Citizens shall have right to education. This right shall be guaranteed by the advanced education system and people-oriented educational policies of the state.” 

The Socialist Constitution, in the meantime, provides a comprehensive legal basis for implementing the people-oriented educational policies: offering free education to all pupils and students, and giving scholarships to university and specialized school students; enhancing the standard of society-given education; providing good conditions for all people to have access to learning and education; and rearing pre-school aged children at nurseries and kindergarten at the expense of the state and society, etc.

The Chapter 2 of the “Law on Education of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea” expounds on the universal free educational system.

The Article 12, Chapter 2 of the above law stipulates: “Citizens of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea shall be obliged to take secondary general education and have right to free education.”

The Article 15, Chapter 2 of the above stipulates: “The local government organizations shall take measures to provide secondary compulsory education to children in remote mountainous and insular areas and to physically disabled children including the blind and deaf, etc.”

The Article 12, Chapter 2 of the “Law on General Education” says: “The local people’s committees and related organs shall every year have all school-aged children registered and enrolled at schools with no exceptions,” and the Article 15 of the same chapter states: “The state shall take responsibility for providing education and living conditions to parentless and guardianless children and also to the physically disabled like the blind and deaf children.”

Thanks to the legal guarantees provided and people-oriented policies exercised by the government of the DPR of Korea, remarkable achievements have been made in the field of providing education to all people.

First of all, all people take primary education free of any discrimination.

The government of the republic promulgated on Set. 10, 1949, the “Ordinance on Introduction of Universal Primary Compulsory Education” and carried out the universal compulsory primary education across the country from Sep. 1, 1950, which had been temporarily halted due to the Fatherland Liberation War of three years unleashed by the US imperialists on Jun. 25, 1950. The government of the republic had, as from the year 1956 to now, set the period of primary education to four years, which is going to be replaced for five years from the year 2014 under the “Ordinance on Introduction of Universal 12 Year Compulsory Education” declared on Sep. 25, 2012 by the Supreme People’s Assembly of the D.P.R. of Korea.

The primary education in the D.P.R. of Korea is free without exceptions.

The Article 2 of the “Ordinance on Introduction of Universal Primary Compulsory Education” stipulates that the primary education shall be free and textbooks and other school thing be provided free of charge by the state.

Thanks to the law on equal right to education of different sex published on Jul. 30, 1946, all females enjoy the same and equal rights as the males to receive education. Therefore, no discrimination is made in education between male and female students in our country.

No difficulties are being spotted, in general, in getting all people to receive free primary education in D.P.R. of Korea, where a priority is given to education over all other affairs of the state, and all conditions needed for education are provided by the state

All rising generations are receiving compulsory secondary education in the D.P.R of Korea. Under the ordinance “On Preparing for Introduction of Universal and Compulsory Secondary Education and Execution of the Compulsory Technical Education” made by the government of the republic (on Oct. 2, 1958), the universal and compulsory secondary education is being offered across the nook and corner of the country as from Nov. 1, 1958.

The education system advanced from nine year technical compulsory education to 11 year compulsory education, and in step with the advancement of the compulsory education system, the period of secondary education increased to five years from Apr. 1, 1967 and to six years from the year 1976.

Thanks to the primary and secondary education guaranteed by the free education system, all rising generations have been able to be equipped with capabilities required to carry out the duties and responsibilities given to them by the society and the cultural and technical standard of the country was raised to a higher level across all sectors of the society.  

After finishing the secondary education, the working people could also enter the university-level factory, farming and fishery colleges, the part of the study-while working education system of the county and thus enroll themselves on the increasing list of specialists and technicians required for the development of the national economy.

No obstacles are detected in the execution of general secondary education.

The government of the republic is taking proactive measures for the same quality of education to be provided at all and across the different levels of educational institutions.

First of all, measures are being taken for all teachers, especially those at remote mountainous and insular areas to take re-education and teacher-training courses to ensure uniformity in and enhance the quality of education.

Yearly plans are being made on the periodical basis of three years for all teachers to take re-education courses by no exceptions; and county- and province-level in-service teacher training centers organize and offer 15-20 day training courses and demonstration and re-education sessions to teachers in the period of summer and winter vocations. The re-education courses are also offered to the teachers in city areas for them to teach and help each other in their professions.

A nation-wide “Movement for Obtaining the Title of Excellent County of Education’ and propaganda and promotional activities for this movement are underway across the nation. 

The state has set up and put into practice a principle of giving priority to mountainous and rural areas in supplying up-to-date education materials like computers in order to erase discrepancies in education between city and rural areas. At the same time, the state is setting up computer networks across the county for education purposes and to inform and exchange on a regular basis opinions on issues arising in education and to disseminate and introduce good experiences and teaching methods developed in city areas to rural areas in time.

The government of the republic is attaching a great significance and directing efforts to solving questions arising in the training of teachers.   

The teachers of general education are educated and trained both in normal universities and teaching colleges run in all provinces.

The normal universities offer teacher training courses for would-be teachers at junior and senior secondary education, while teaching colleges offer courses for kindergarten and primary school teachers.

Some graduates from technical universities could also be given teaching posts at junior and senior secondary schools if so wished by themselves.

The salary of teachers at different levels of educational institutions is 1.5 times higher than that of office workers of the same qualifications.

No problems are found in the living conditions of the teachers and officials, because they are all relying for their lives on state-run supplying systems regardless of what jobs they hold. 

Private schooling is not allowed in the D.P.R. of Korea.

The Korean nation is a homogenous nation and thus no problems are found in having students keeping to ethically and morally sound behaviors of their own will.  

All schools in the D.P.R. of Korea have supporting public and business organizations and the state- and society-wide assistance to education institutions is given on an all-time basis.

