Reporting on Education for Human Rights, Peace, Democracy, International Understanding and Tolerance

Finland

Q1 - Information on legislative, judicial, administrative and other measures taken by the State at the national level
In Finland, civil liberties and human rights are protected by the Constitution (731/1999).  Under Section 2 of the Basic Education Act (628/1998), the aim of basic education is to support pupils' growth into humanity and into ethically responsible members of society and provide them with knowledge and skills they need in life. The objective for pre-primary education, as part of  early childhood education, is to improve children's capacity for learning.

The instruction must enhance civilisation and equality in society and ensure that pupils have the prerequisites for participating in education and otherwise developing themselves during their lives. Further, the aim is to assure equity in education throughout the country.

A Government Decree (1435/2001) concerning the objectives of education given under the Basic Education Act and the allocation of lesson hours in it contains provisions on growth into humanity and membership in society. Under it, one premise in teaching and education is respect of human rights: pupils are educated into responsibility and cooperation and for action geared to promote tolerance and trust between different groups of people, nations and cultures. The instruction must also support pupils' growth into active members of society, provide them with knowledge and skills for operating in democratic and equal society and promote sustainable development.

Q2 - Information on the implementation of the Recommendation
Factors guaranteeing the implementation of the Recommendation are Finnish education policy, the curricular system and educational culture, which in their essence manifest respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Education policy is geared to ensure that everyone has access to education, irrespective of socio-economic standing, geographical factors, gender, cultural/linguistic background and state of health or special needs. Finnish inclusive education policy genuinely means basic education for all. The curricular system is flexible in regard of the pupil's native language, religion, cultural background and possible special needs. The structural prerequisites for personal study plans and individual learning paths are in place. The ethos of school culture and the administrative culture behind it encourage initiative and participation throughout the education system.

Special measures taken to implement the Recommendation are described under point 2.1.

2.1. Process of the development and implementation of national policies
2.1.A. Developing the national policy related to human tights education
a) establishing a committee or an entity to develop a national policy
In 2004 the North - South Centre published a country review of global education in Finland. The Ministry of Education, collaborating with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the National Board of Education and civic organisations, has devised a national action programme called Global Education 2010. Finland has no separate programme on education for human rights.

From 2005 to 2007, the Ministry of Education carried out a development project under the title "Participating student - co-active school". Overall, 240 teachers from 90 municipalities and all the teacher training schools participated in the programme. The strong points of this education were its processual character, interactivity, use of action-based methods and robustly group-based action. As a follow-up to the project, the National Board of Education established a children's and young people's forum, inviting young people, through their representatives, to express their opinions and ideas in support of national decision-making. The underpinning for the forum is the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, information about it and assessment of its realisation at the level of schools and municipalities. In addition, there have been various other youth forums, and web-based materials have been published relating to education for democracy, e.g. at the Ministry of Justice's democracy portal www.kansanvalta.fi.
Finland also takes part in the Council of Europe democracy and human rights project (EDC-HRE Education for democratic citizenship and human rights), which started in 1997. 

b) Analysis of the current situation of human rights education in the school system
The core curricula for basic education (2004) and upper secondary school (2003) emphasise human rights, equality and tolerance as aims of education. They are integrated into all thematic entities underpinning education. In addition, tolerance and multiculturalism are discussed in connection with different school subjects.
2.1.B. Contents of the national policy related to human rights education

a)  Formal components of the policy

In times when the national core curricula is further developed, the National Board of Education takes into account the needs of the Human Rights Education. 
b) Target groups

In the core national curriculum for pre-school education, basic education and upper secondary schools, the basic values comprise of human rights, equality and democracy. Education against racism is also part of the core values in all the curricula.

Different ministries have supported activities in human rights education in institutes of higher education (Institute for Human Rights, Åbo Akademi University; Department for Applied Education, University of Helsinki; Department of Educational Sciences and Teachers Education, Oulu University

Different human rights NGOs with funding partly provided by the state established an internet resource on human rights education and a network.

c) Themes integrated in the national policy
The core curricula cater for the needs of all linguistic and cultural minorities. Measures have been taken to develop language instruction intended for immigrants, and education preparing for basic education is being extended from 6 to 12 months. There is a programme for developing multicultural skills in general education. This programme is designed to contribute to the realisation of the value base set out in the core curricula and to the development and entrenchment of multicultural skills in the school community. Mother tongue instruction for Roma children has also been developed.
2.2. Examples of action for the promotion of Human Rights Education
In addition to education for human rights, equality and tolerance integrated into basic and upper secondary education, tolerance and multiculturalism is taken up in connection with different subjects.
Human rights education is being stepped up in cooperation with the UNESCO ASP schools, which implement the principles set out in the UNESCO Constitution by increasing international and intercultural understanding and knowledge. The operational idea emphasises peace culture, human rights, democracy and sustainable development, combined with an aspiration to learn to live together as the overriding principle. There are over 60 ASP schools in Finland (comprehensive, upper secondary and special schools, vocational institutes, polytechnics and teacher training institutes). The Finnish ASP network, cooperating with the National Commission for Unesco, has published a guidebook for human rights education, which is available in Finnish at www.unescokoulu.fi as well as in a printed form.
Different civic organisations and the Finnish National Commission for Unesco offer a wide range of human rights materials for education on the net (e.g. www.kansainvälisyyskasvatus.net, www.ihmisoikeudet.net and unescokoulu.fi ) and in print (e.g. Oikeuden aika (The right time) by Veera Videnius / UNICEF, Finland 2004,  also available in Swedish ;  Kaverina kaikille (A pal to everyone) by Mari Hakojärvi / UNICEF, Finland 2004; ABC - ensiaskeleet rauhankasvatukseen (ABC - first steps in peace education) by Minna Ertimo et al. / Finnish peace education institute 2007; Friidu – tyttöjen ja naisten ihmisoikeudet (Chick - human rights of girls and women) by Rosa Puhakainen / Finnish Amnesty International 2005; Ystävysten puuhamatka (Tasks to do with friends, an activity book) by Liisa Juva / UN Association of Finland 2008;  Fredi by Seija Holm  / Finnish Federation of Settlements 2007).

International cooperation

Finnish comprehensive schools take actively part in international cooperation, e.g.  exchange schemes. Finland participates in the programme of the Anna Lindh Foundation, which arranges visits by Israeli and Palestinian teachers to Finland; a teacher from each state is always present in school events. 

The National Board of Education and the Centre for International Mobility CIMO have published a guide encouraging schools to participate in international activities. It provides information about financing and different programmes, as well as presenting international experiences of teachers, principals, students and authorities.
3. Methods introduces to draw the attention of various authorities in the country to the Recommendation and to encounter possible obstacles
Systematic and sufficient introduction to the content and methods of human rights education is needed in teacher training, especially with a view to developing  ethical thinking.

4. Conclusion
The aim is a situation in Finland where human rights education is realised as part of cross-curricular themes and the instruction of different subjects more comprehensively than now is the case and school work is arranged safely with special consideration given to different learners. 

