REPORT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN
ON THE MEASURES TAKEN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

1974 RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING EDUCATION FOR INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING, COOPERATION AND PEACE AND EDUCATION RELATING TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 
New concept of education

Since gaining of its Independence in 1991, the Republic of Uzbekistan had introduced new philosophy of education and learning, based on interdisciplinary approach, which should accommodate new challenges of the 21st century, particularly construction of knowledge-based inclusive civil society and human oriented sustainable endogenous development. 
Concept and practice of lifelong continuous education were introduced in Republic Uzbekistan in 1997 through adoption of the new Law on Education and National Programme on Personnel Training. On-going gradual education reform in Uzbekistan in addition to new standards and management system, including also issues of introduction or incorporation of new subjects on universal values and civic education. According to the new legal frame the education system of Uzbekistan includes 12 years free compulsory education consisting of 9 years general secondary (4 years of primary and 5 years of secondary education) and 3 years secondary specialized vocational education (professional colleges and academic lyceums). Higher education consists of two levels of study - Bachelor’s (4 years) and Master’s (2 years) degree. Education reforms are related with new approach on management and financing (decentralization), revising of the content of curriculum (new educational standards), retraining and upgrading the qualification of pedagogical staff, introduction of educational services in market, extending international cooperation and networking, social protection and guarantees (inclusive education and other forms) and other issues concerning personal development of every citizen of the country.

Introduction of Education for International Understanding and Human Rights Education created the need for rights-based approach to education (instead of needs-based attitude), which leaded to revision of methodology of teaching (learner-centered instead of teacher-centered), curriculum and textbook content. New curriculum focuses to the development of citizenship, acquisition of local and universal values, development of skills for cooperation and solidarity in society. All the subjects in the curriculum contribute to this shaping of values. Learning process is covering every stage of education, from pre-school to adult education. Multidisciplinary approach in Education for International Understanding also included Education for Sustainable Development, which is promoting harmonious interactions between human society, economy and environment, changing behavioural attitude of people towards healthy and peaceful life. Moreover, reforms support multilingual learning in order to provide broad access to education (all textbooks in primary and secondary education are published in Uzbekistan in seven languages: Uzbek, Karakalpak, Russian, Kazakh, Tajik, Turkmen and Kyrgyz). The concept of multilingual education introduced into the curriculum allows to develop three language learning programs (native, state and one foreign languages) and provides learners with an opportunity for better understanding and appreciation of other cultures. 

National policy in human rights education
The Republic of Uzbekistan adopted several legal documents related with incorporation of human rights education into the educational system, such as:

· The Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan (8 December 1992);
· Decree of the President of Uzbekistan on “Improvement of Legal Upbringing, Raising of Legal Culture of Population, Improvement of Training System of Personnel in the Sphere of Law, Improvement of Actions for Study of Public Opinion” (25 June 1997);
· Law on Education and National Programme of Uzbekistan on Personnel Training (29 August 1997);

· National Programme on Legal Culture in Society (29 August 1997) and follow up decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of Uzbekistan (29 May 1998);
· Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan on “Organization of Studies of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan” (4 January 2001);
· National Action Plan on Education for All (October 2003);

· Law on Warranty of Child’s Rights (8 January 2008);
· Decree of the President of Uzbekistan on “Celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights” (1 May 2008).
National policy, based on new legal documents, among other strategy priorities, contain:

· statement on the introducing of human rights concepts into curriculum of formal education;

· Review of existing and development of new teaching/learning materials for human rights education, including extracurricular activities on human rights;

· Pre-service and in-service training of teachers, school/colleges/lyceums/universities administrators, education officials on education for international understanding, peace and human rights education;

· Collaboration with local community (concept paper Family – Local Community – School) and promotion of community-based training programs on human rights education focused on parents associations in school and students associations in colleges/lyceums/universities.

The National Action Plan for Human Rights Education has been developed in accordance with the Framework for the UN Decade for Human Rights Education. Regular partnership links on Human Rights Education between National Centre on Human Rights, Centre of Public Opinion of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Ministry of Public Education of Uzbekistan and Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of Uzbekistan have been established. In particular, Human Rights Education Plan is a component of the National Action Plan for EFA (Education for All) adopted in 2003. In accordance with National Action Plan for EFA following subjects were introduced into the formal education system of the Republic of Uzbekistan:

· Primary school (1-4 grades) – “The Alphabet of Rights” based on the Constitution of Uzbekistan, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and The Convention on the Rights of the Child. The methodology of teaching - interactive method (through games, performances, etc.). The content of human rights education oriented to the level of understanding of children and delivering in attractive mode (for example, human rights issues in the folk tales or cartoons). In primary school human rights education is presented as separate subject.
· Secondary school (4-9 grades) – “The Lessons on Rights”, “Basics of State and Law”, “Human Rights”, “Basics of Law”. Textbooks based on the Constitution of Uzbekistan, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, The Convention on the Rights of the Child, The International Bill of Human Rights (The Bill contains Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant on Economic, Social & Cultural Rights, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights & optional protocols) and The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. The human rights education is both taught as a separate subject and integrated into the teaching of other subjects: Social Sciences, Geography, World History, Principles of State and Law. The most effective processes of human rights education is an interactive method of learning, based on life case studies. Extracurricular programs aimed at human rights education (such as community service, school exchanges, etc.) been introduced through schools teacher exchanges programs, open lessons, thematic round tables.
· Vocational and higher education - “Democratization, Human Rights, Improvement of the Management System”; “Human Rights”; “Principles of State and Law”.
Before the introduction of new subjects, the Ministry of Public Education of Uzbekistan and Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of Uzbekistan organized nation-wide contest on respective textbooks and upon approval, the cycle of pre-service and in-service training programs for all teachers has been organized. Annual training courses on improving the qualification of teachers are implemented by the Avlony Institute of Improvement of Professional Qualifications of the Ministry of Public Education of Uzbekistan and Institutes for Retraining and Upgrading of Qualification of Teachers of the Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of Uzbekistan. Training programs were organized in cooperation with relevant governmental organizations, NGO and international organizations. Capacity building activities involves the representatives from local communities, religious leaders, NGO experts and private sector specialists to the process of human rights education in schools and in out-of-school programs. Translation of international standard settings of UNESCO had contributed to the development of national legislation (adoption of international norms into the national legislation).
Contribution of the National Commission for UNESCO
National Commission of Uzbekistan for UNESCO provided assistance in translation, adaptation and printing of UNESCO Publications in the field of Human Rights Education, such as “All human beings” (with support of United Nations Information Center in Tashkent) , “Tolerance - the Threshold of Peace”, “Introducing Democracy: 80 Questions and Answers”, “Declaration on Principals of Tolerance”, “UNESCO Conventions, Recommendations, Declarations”, “World Heritage in Young Hands”. More than 30 multimedia training manuals on cultural heritage have been also produced with support of National Commission for UNESCO. Training programs on utilization of all above mentioned manuals have been organized jointly with the Ministry of Public Education of Uzbekistan and Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of Uzbekistan during annual Summer Educational Camps for ASPnet schools (1997-2007), adult leaning programs through Community Learning Centers in the rural areas of Uzbekistan and via short-term training seminars of the following UNESCO Chairs:

· UNESCO Chair in Human Rights, Peace, Democracy, Tolerance and International Understanding at the University of World Economy and Diplomacy; 

· UNESCO Chair on Civic and Values Education at the Tashkent State Pedagogical University; 

· UNESCO Chair on Comparative Analysis of World Religions at the Tashkent Islamic University;
· UNESCO Chair on Arts Management and Marketing at the Bekhzod National Institute of Arts and Design;

· UNESCO Chair on Knowledge Economy at the Westminster International University in Tashkent;

· UNESCO Chair on Traditional Medicine at the Bukhara Medical Institute;

· UNESCO Chair on Management and Preservation of Historical Centers at the Samarkand State Institute of Architecture and Building Construction;

· UNESCO Chair on Automated Informational Technologies at the Samarkand Institute of Economics and Service;

· UNESCO Chair on Green Chemistry of the National University of Uzbekistan;

· UNESCO Chair on Physics and Astronomy at the National University of Uzbekistan.

Under the UNESCO Participation Programme project, the Inter-University Center for Peace Education and Intercultural Understanding has been established at the University of World Economy and Diplomacy in Tashkent and Center for Adult Education at the Academy for State and Society Construction in 2004. 

National Commission of Uzbekistan for UNESCO, in cooperation with partner organizations, organized several international and regional meetings in the field of education for international understanding, culture of peace, tolerance and human rights:
- UNESCO International Congress on “Interreligious Dialogue and Culture of Peace” (Tashkent/Bukhara, September 2000);

- Second Meeting of the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Network on Tolerance (Tashkent, December 2001);

- First Regional Conference on Adult Education “Education for All – Lifelong Learning in Central Asia” (Tashkent, June 2003);

- First Central Asian Consultation Meeting on Education for International Understanding Policy (Tashkent, September 2006) in close collaboration with APCEIU (Asia-Pacific Center on Education for International Understanding, Seoul, Republic of Korea);
- 7th Teacher Training Workshop in Central Asia on Education for International Understanding (Tashkent, June 2007) in close collaboration with APCEIU.

In 2001 the National Commission of Uzbekistan for UNESCO was awarded with UNESCO Prize “Peace in Our Hands” (within UNESCO ASPnet activities) in recognition of contribution made to the promotion of education in favor of culture of peace, non-violence and international understanding.

Cooperation with UN agencies
UN agencies and International organizations were actively involved to the process of Human Rights Education, such as:

· UNDP supported the project on “Democratization, Human Rights and Improvement Management System”. The main goal of the project is improving and acceleration of reforms process in the field of human rights in Uzbekistan through strengthening institutional basis and rising public awareness and human potentials in the sphere of democratization, management, protection of citizens rights and their participation in the social life. With support of UNDP following publication has been translated and printed in Uzbek language: “Republic of Uzbekistan and International Conventions on Human Rights: Universal Conventions on Human Rights”.
· UNICEF supported project on “Juridical Basis of Juvenile Justice and Psychological Aspects”, which includes regular training courses and seminars for teachers and trainers on teaching Convention on the Rights of the Child.
· UNDP and UNICEF supported local actions in translation and publication in Uzbek language the collection of international documents on human rights of under ages.

· ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) supported the translation and publication in Uzbek language the collection of documents on “International Humanitarian Law: Geneva Conventions 1949 and Additional Protocols”.
Innovations in technical and vocational education
In the field of technical and vocational education, the Government of Uzbekistan implemented fundamental reforms by construction of new professional educational establishments: professional colleges and academic lyceums. The study in academic lyceums and professional colleges provides deep and broad knowledge and helps students acquire specific professions. The graduates of these educational institutions receive state diplomas, which grant the right to continue education in subsequent stages and to begin professional activities.

With support of UNESCO the Government of Uzbekistan realized during 2004-2005 the project on “Mobile Training Team in TVET”. The project was followed up by the European Union sponsored (TACIS) programme “Social Partnership in Education and Training in Uzbekistan”. The objectives of the project were to support the development of TVET system within existing labor market of Uzbekistan and support of the model of territorial programs. The programme was started with skills needs analysis, study of existing curriculum, training of trainers, and elaboration of training manual on social partnership. Various stakeholders are contributed to the content of manual, which is considered as open-ended document. 

Within pilot professional colleges of Uzbekistan the system of the Board of Trusties was created, which are consisted of representatives of stakeholders, such as governmental and non-governmental organizations, municipalities, local communities (makhalla), private sector and higher educational institutes. According to the decisions of the Board of Trusties, in addition to the existing three year formal education, various short-term non-formal educational programs with certification have been introduced. These innovations leaded to the increasing of capacity of the colleges, decentralization of management of the TVET and ICT-based approach for learning programs. As result, the professional colleges became entrepreneurial institutions.

Modalities of learning are became subject of conversation between educational institute, learners and labour market. Skills learning programme was designed in accordance with the needs of learners. TVET non-formal educational programs provides more flexible modalities of learning for adults (part-time learning programs became available within formal TVET system). 

Access and equity in higher education 
From year to year the number of students of higher education institutes is increasing. The enrolment growth, which is driving by economic priorities, is creating pressure on government, which is trying to cope with growing demands and expectations. In accordance with the Constitution of Uzbekistan, every citizen has equal rights for getting education, in particularly higher education. The government introduced system of ICT-based testing system for admission exams to universities (except, joint-venture type universities, which has its own procedure for admission). Higher education policy on access and equity leaded to the establishment of new governmental body – State Test Center under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The Center is in charge for admission process, attestation of faculty and institutions, quality assurances and recognition of diplomas of higher education.

Evolution of admission norms to higher educational institutes is characterized by the application of the principle of equality rights. In the first stage the access by “pure merit” was applied is a main principle. Currently, taking into account the social diversity of population (economically disadvantaged people, students with disabilities, linguistics groups, etc.) there is trend for developing of principle of equal opportunity (for example, adding additional score up to 25% to the results of test for socially disadvantaged candidates). Moreover, numbers of universities introduced multilingual teaching modalities, in order to provide equal opportunities for various linguistic groups, are increasing every year. Thus, the more complex understanding of social identities combined with the evolving definitions of equality and equality of opportunity have led to a more holistic approach of admission. The management and implementation of equality of opportunity policies involve a complex and varying division of responsibility between government and higher education institutions. Institutions are becoming more responsible for the management of social diversity.

Funding equity in access concerns both the students and the institution. Free primary, secondary and vocational education requires substantial government resources and correspondingly reduces its fiscal capacity to support higher education. Although government remains the main provider, student’s financial burdens increase. The degree of cost sharing is influenced by the pattern of governance. The level of autonomy of higher education institutes is increasing during last years. Three-four years ago half of students had access to the free tuition, while in 2007 about 60% of students have to pay tuition fees, while 40% of students had access to government’s grants. Therefore, government in close collaboration with UNDP had started project on “Reforms of State Finance”, with main focus on student’s financing (voucher-type financing, subsidies of individual grants, loan schemes, etc.). Moreover, nation-wide non-governmental organization “Mehr Nuri” and programme “Kelajak Ovozi” are providing annual fellowship grants for gifted students in their study at the universities.

The issue of student retention is also important element of access and equity polity. In order to meet needs of students and play proactive role in facilitating students retention, higher education institutes provide either financial or learning or counseling supports. Institutions become more responsible for access and equity but are accountable to public authorities and, more generally, to society as a whole. 

Besides preparing students (in terms of skills, attitudes and generation of new knowledge), the universities plays important social role by:

· bringing individuals from diverse backgrounds into close contact with one another so that they may begin to bridge community divides;

· creation of a more diverse national leadership (through programs of individual advancement), development broad market sector, and a more integrated and resilient society overall;

· development, improvement and management of compliance mechanisms used to assert social control (for example, nation-wide “Kamolot” youth social nation-wide movement, creation of student’s municipalities, etc.);

· supporting a concept of citizenship, formation of shared values, such tolerance, pluralism and open-mindedness;

· promotion of value of teaching and research that is concerned with social issues (for example, sustainable development, preventive education on HIV/AIDS, healthy lifestyle education, world heritage education,  etc.).
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