Convention Against Discrimination in Education (materials)

The Slovak Republic became a UNESCO member state on February 9, 1993 through the signing and filing of the document on acceptance of the UNESCO’s Constitution (Instrument of Acceptance) at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Through the succession, the Slovak Republic became a contractual country to 17 conventions, which among others included the Convention Related to Discrimination in Education concluded within the framework of UNESCO, on December 14, 1960.

The Convention against Discrimination in Education is an essential step protecting the right to education. In 1960 it became the decisive instrument for UNESCO in the field of development and human rights. It is an international instrument that is also based on international law when specifying the notion of “discrimination”. Recently this Convention became the fundamental framework for the Education for All Program that is implemented by the international community under the auspices of UNESCO.

For the purposes of this Convention, the term “discrimination” includes: any distinction, exclusion, limitation or preference which, being based on race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, economic condition or birth, has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing equality of treatment in education.  

The right to education is guaranteed by the Constitution of the Slovak Republic, according to which everybody is guaranteed the right to education and obligated to attend school. Our citizens have the right to free education at elementary and secondary schools, in addition to colleges and universities depending on the abilities of the individual and the possibilities of the society. The right to education is an elementary right and is inalienable, indefeasible, imprescriptible and irrevocable. School attendance in the Slovak Republic is compulsory for ten years and lasts at least until the end of the school year, in which a student reaches the age of 16. Institutions under the Ministry of Education guarantee the equality and implementation of rights of children for education in accordance with the intentions of constitutional law. Under the Constitution, education at elementary and secondary schools is free of charge.  As a result, it is provided through schools established by the state, municipality or self-governing county. In addition to these schools, there are also private and parochial schools, to which the state, pursuant to regulations, contributes. Students subject to compulsory school attendance who can not attend school due to health reasons are relieved from the obligation to attend school and the organ of the state administration in the field of education will provide them with such a form of education that will allow them to achieve an education equal to those with regular school attendance. 

The National Education Program in the Slovak Republic for the next 15 – 20 years – the MILENNIUM Project, adopted in 2001, emphasizes the humanization of the educational process, in which the acceptance of the student, respect for his/her personality, the comprehensive development of his/her personality, differentiated and individual approaches to students and relating of school to life are stressed. 

Regarding the actual fulfillment of the Convention, we may announce the fulfillment of the tasks related to the integration of children and taking the rights of minorities into account:

Parents of children from national minorities are provided with equal educational care at schools with instruction in the language (with language instruction) of the national minorities and in consultation with educational consultants and consulting facilities.

The education of students from elementary and secondary schools of national minorities is provided pursuant to Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the system of elementary and secondary schools (The School Act) as amended in accordance with the intentions of The Charter of Fundamental Human Rights, which in § 3 reads, “within the scope adequate to the interests of their national development guarantees the right to education in the mother tongue” to children (citizens) of national minorities. Similarly – concerning the mother tongue of children – pre-school and extra curricular education of children in school education facilities (kindergartens, school clubs, school hobby centers, leisure time centers) is also provided according to Act No. 279/1993 Coll. Based on the above, the school system in the Slovak Republic, schools with instruction in the language and schools with language instruction of the national minority and school facilities with instruction in the language of the national minority are also established.

The decision to enroll a child in a relevant national school or school facility belongs exclusively to the parent or legal representative of the child.

Subsequently, in accordance with the above mentioned legal regulations, the education of children of migrants, children of migrating parents and unaccompanied underage children is also provided.

The situation and status of Roma children in the school educational system is a special one. The language preparation and readiness of children who have little opportunity to learn the language of instruction and who insufficiently master their mother tongue, create more complicated conditions for successful education. Despite the fact that the Constitution of the Slovak Republic guarantees the rights of national minorities to receive education in their mother tongue and actively use it and the fact that the Government of the Slovak Republic through Decree No. 153/1991 recognizes the Roma minority, the actual situation regarding the use of the Roma language in the school practice in not trouble free.

Based on the present situation and needs and various incentives, the Ministry of Education has started to prepare and implement the project entitled, Experimental Verification of the Roma Language and Literature Curriculum Efficiency at the Elementary and Secondary Schools. The subject of this experimental verification is to propose, verify and submit for approval the content of Roma language and literature teaching as a standard subject for elementary and secondary schools. At the same time, the issue of the application of the constitutional principle of education in the mother tongue at all levels and types of the school system will be resolved, i.e. that the subject, Roma Language and Literature will be incorporated into the curricula as a mother tongue (and it will not be possible to implement the principle that it will also be a language of instruction for the period of 15 – 20 years) and as a foreign language.

The use of ESF financial support through the national project entitled The Enhancement of the Qualification Potential of Members of the Roma Community through New Roma Study Orientation at Secondary Schools is an example of the educational development for children in their mother tongue.

Individual prepared projects of the European Council also anticipate new approaches. The reform of the regional school system in accordance with the National Program of Development of Education in the Slovak Republic for the next 15 to 20 years, approved by the Government of the SR (Resolution No. 1193 of the Government of the SR as of December 19, 2001 and Resolution No. 368 of the Education, Science, Youth and Sports Committee of the National Council of the Slovak Republic as of May 7, 2002), in which the accent is put on larger space for spontaneity, creativity and demands that are modified to the possibilities and abilities of students, may essentially help to address the needs of Roma children and students. For example, the so-called preliminary classes at elementary schools and the introduction of teacher’s assistants as pedagogical employees fulfill these criteria for children entering the school system.

The profession of teacher’s assistant was established (§50b) pursuant to Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the system of elementary and secondary schools (the School Act) as amended by later regulations in the wording of Act No. 408/2002 Coll. with effect as of September 1, 2002.  The teacher’s assistant is involved in the educational process at schools and school facilities and participates in the creation of necessary conditions to help children overcome language, health and social barriers in the course of the educational process.

Elementary schools have the possibility of establishing preliminary classes. The preliminary class is a method of educating children and forms an integral part of the elementary school. Instruction in the preliminary class may be organized on an all-day basis with acceleration programs and exercises for the development of cognitive and non-cognitive functions aimed to partially fulfil the curriculum of the first class of elementary school. The preliminary class is designated for children, who as of September 1 have reached the physical age of six, and who: have not achieved school maturity, are from socially disadvantaged environments and are not expected to master the teaching material for the first class in one school year due to social and language conditions.

PHARE Projects that are implemented pursuant to the concept of the integration of socially disadvantaged students from 1999 form another contribution. The concept is based on the following solutions:

· to reduce the negative attitude of teachers towards “problematic” students;

· supervision and support of regular and proper school attendance;

· application of interactive approaches to the teaching process oriented on the child so that students have the possibility of building positive attitudes toward school and the feeling that they belong there;

· increased cooperation with parents;

· thorough and suitable pedagogical preparation;

· education to reduce prejudice, support for the success of all students;

· support of cooperation with teacher’s assistants – the presence of Roma-speaking assistants helps to solve language problems and social and cultural issues;

· support for the use of the Roma language.

Overview of PHARE Projects implemented within the competence of the Ministry of Education:

	Fin. Memorandum
	Project Code
	Project Name
	Orientation
	Implementation Period

	1999
	SR9905.02
	Tolerance Towards Minority Programs 
	Enhancement of instruction and teaching levels in schools with minority language instruction and establishment of an educational, information, documentation, consulting and advisory center for the Roma population.
	2001-2002

	2000
	SK0002.01
	Improvement of Self- Implementation of Roma Students in the Educational System
	Pre-school education involving the participation of mothers in the education process, establishment of preliminary classes in elementary schools, the pilot project of professional education of Roma students without elementary education, education of teachers and teacher assistants at schools with high numbers of Roma students
	2002-2003

	2001
	SR0103.01
	Support for the Integrated Education of Roma Students
	Support for the education of Roma students in kindergartens, establishment of preliminary classes, reintegration of socially disadvantaged students from special elementary schools to regular elementary schools
	2003-2004

	2002
	2002/000.610.03
	Integration of Roma Children into Regular Elementary Schools
	Creation of conditions for the integration of children from socially disadvantaged settings into the regular educational system
	2005-2006

	2003
	2003-004-995-01-05
	Support for the Integrated Education of Roma Students
	Facilitation of the transition  of socially disadvantaged students from elementary school to secondary school, support of multiculturalism in secondary schools, implementation of preparatory courses for working and entrepreneurial settings
	2005-2006


The development of RR screening – a psychological-diagnostic tool allowing for the registration of children who require special methods in education, is a significant initiative. This activity was also implemented within the framework of the PHARE Program.

In June 2005, under the auspices of UNESCO, the VUDPaP conducted a seminar entitled Quality Education for Children from Socially Disadvantaged Settings. Presently another international project in connection with the 2004 seminar is being prepared. This project will take place in 2007 and special emphasis will be placed on human (children’s) rights under the title: Equal Access to Quality Education for Children from Socially Disadvantaged Settings. The main “leitmotiv” of the seminar’s Round Table will be a discussion about respecting the educational needs of children from socially disadvantaged settings. Standardization of the SON-R test, within whose framework the common norms of the non-verbal test for children of pre-school age in the Czech and Slovak Republics are developed in cooperation with colleagues from the Czech Republic, is another example of international cooperation. Its goal is to develop a non-biased methodology regarding examining children from minorities (ethnic minorities, children with impaired communication abilities, etc.) and to make it accessible for specialists in practice. Differences play an essential role in education. However it is not possible to consider the separation of students in education as discriminating, since education must respect the individual. We may say that as far as education is concerned, all people (children) are equal but also different (in terms of needs and characteristics). Special schools for students with various types of disabilities in Slovakia are equal to those in other countries.  This is expressed in Rule No. 6 “Education” of the Standard Rules for Establishing Equal Opportunities for Persons with Physical Disabilities issued pursuant to the resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly on March 4, 1994. In the interest of providing education for children with special educational needs, and exceptionally gifted and talented children and students in or near the place of their permanent residence, the obligation to create conditions for such education in compliance with the legislative setting, i.e. in the form of individual integration or establishing special classes or classes for gifted and talented children or students (i.e. sports classes, school centers of amateur clubs, elementary art schools, etc.), through creating conditions for joining knowledge, art or sport competitions, is delegated to the municipality as the establisher of the elementary school.  

The responsibilities, rights and duties of parents of children with special educational needs are respected. Pursuant to valid legislation, the parent decides on the enrollment of his/her child in a special school or a regular school within the framework of integration. Based on the conclusions of expert special pedagogical and psychological diagnoses, the school consulting facilities provide the family or responsible representative of the child, with a written recommendation regarding the suitable manner of his/her education in accordance with his/her developing abilities.

Current legislation within the framework of the education system in the Slovak Republic (Act No. 29/1984 Coll. on the system of elementary and secondary schools [The Schools Act] as amended by later regulations of the National Council of the Slovak Republic Act No. 279/1993 Coll. on school facilities in the wording of later regulations and executive regulations to these acts; resolution No. 877 of the Government of the SR as of September 14, 2005) allows for children with special educational needs the following forms of education:

· education in the form of individual integration in the regular school system;

· education in the form of social integration in common special classes;

· education in special schools – segregated education;

· education in pre-school facilities in the form of individual integration in special classes or special kindergartens;

These students or their legal representatives are provided with assistance from pedagogical-psychological clinics, centers of educational and psychological prophylaxis, diagnostic centers and therapeutic-educational sanatoria, and special-pedagogical consulting facilities such as special-pedagogical clinics and integration centers for children. The pertinent organ of the state administration in the field of the school system is obliged to provide such form of education to students, who due to their health status are not able to attend school, that allows them to achieve an education equal that achieved by students with regular school attendance. Systematic attention is also paid to the education of pedagogical employees.

The annually published Pedagogical-organizational Handbook for Schools, School Facilities, Organs of State Administration and Organs of Territorial Self-government contains a reminder of the necessity of the systematic education of pedagogues regarding the prevention of all forms of discrimination. Schools and school facilities take advantage of educational opportunities offered by various institutions – methodological-pedagogical centers, NGOs – foundations and civic associations implementing projects of the European Social Fund and other funds.  

We have selected the following activities targeted on the provision of preventing, monitoring and reducing racial discrimination at schools and school facilities:

· the Methodological-Pedagogical Center in Prešov provided for the elaboration and publishing of  Let’s Prevent Intolerance that serves as a teaching text and teaching aid within the framework of teacher education.  This publication contains suggestions for methods and forms of working with elementary and secondary school students;

· The project entitled Anti-corruption Education in Civics was elaborated. Its goal is to clearly show teachers the possibility of using anti-corruption education within the curriculum and catalogue of target requirements of civics. An employee of the State Pedagogical Institute also participated in this publication issued by Transparency International Slovakia;

· The Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic in cooperation with UNICEF Slovakia and the Slovak National Center for Human Rights provided for the publication and distribution of the methodological publication entitled Every Child Counts. It includes effective procedures and techniques in the teaching of tolerance, acceptance of diversity and respect of human rights. It was distributed through the regional school offices to all pedagogical-psychological clinics that use them in educational activities designated for students of elementary and secondary schools;

· The “Human Rights Olympiad”, is an annual competition designated for secondary school students. Part of this Olympiad includes the solution of case studies from the European Court for Human Rights and a defense of essays entitled “Am I a Racist or not”, “ Civilized People Should not Build Walls”, “Auschwitz…” and others; 

· as of February 8, 2005 the National Plan of Human Rights Education for 2005-2014 was approved at the operative meeting of the Minister of Education. It contains:

a) a strategy and concept for human rights education;

b) proposed conceptual steps for implementing human rights education

- the organizing of educational sessions for teachers, methodological employees, managing employees, employees of school offices, various pedagogical institutions and other involved groups of people targeted on acquiring information about human rights, including information about the rights of national minorities, connected with practical training;

- the aim is to acquire and develop skills in interactive, experience and project methods in the undergraduate and post-graduate preparation of teachers that will allow them to actually apply their acquired knowledge about human rights and create a democratic setting for their application in their work with children – in 2007 a pilot educational module with such orientation will be tested;

- permanent undergraduate and post-graduate multi-ethnic and multi-cultural preparation of teachers is regularly provided by methodological-pedagogical centers;

- systematic education and activities for employees of schools and school facilities oriented on the creation of public opinion in the field of preventing discrimination towards migrants is provided;

- organizations directly managed by the Ministry of Education of the SR were assigned tasks targeted on

a) elaboration of information about the history, culture and education of national minorities in the Slovak Republic and its incorporation into the curriculum of selected subjects at elementary and secondary schools

