
West Africa | 483�

Chapter 18

UP�CF�BEESFTTFE�BQQSPQSJBUFMZ�BOE�UIF�.JOJTUFS�PG�&OWJSPONFOU�
4DJFODF�5FDIOPMPHZ�BOE�*OOPWBUJPO�JT�OPU�B�DPSF�$BCJOFU�
NFNCFS�BMUIPVHI�IF�JT�FOUJUMFE�UP�BUUFOE�$BCJOFU�NFFUJOHT��
0O�UIF�XIPMF�UIPVHI�UIFSF�BQQFBST�UP�CF�B�MPU�PG�HPPEXJMM�
UPXBSET�45*�JO�(IBOB�BU�UIF�IJHIFTU�MFWFMT�PG�EFDJTJPO�NBLJOH��

Plans for a research commercialization centre
5IFSF�BSF�QMBOT�UP�TFU�VQ�UIF�(IBOB�*OOPWBUJPO�BOE�3FTFBSDI�
$PNNFSDJBMJTBUJPO�$FOUSF�UP�TFSWF�BT�B�CSJEHF�CFUXFFO�UIF�
HPWFSONFOU�QVCMJD�SFTFBSDI�JOTUJUVUJPOT�BOE�JOEVTUSZ��*O�
QBSBMMFM�UIF�National Entrepreneurship and Innovation Plan�
XJMM�BTTJTU�JO�UIF�FTUBCMJTINFOU�PG�UFDIOPMPHZ�JODVCBUPST.�
"�$PNQVUFS�/VNFSJDBM�$POUSPM�.BDIJOF�5PPMT�$FOUSF�
JT�CFJOH�TFU�VQ�JO�FBDI�PG�"DDSB�BOE�,VNBTJ�UP�EFWFMPQ�
TUSBUFHJD�UFDIOPMPHJFT�BOE�UP�QSPWJEF�CBTJD�JOGSBTUSVDUVSF�GPS�
FOHJOFFSJOH�JOOPWBUJPO��

"MUIPVHI�UIF�SFWJTFE�QPMJDZ�SFTUBUFT�TPNF�FBSMJFS�QPMJDZ�
PCKFDUJWFT�JU�BMTP�JOUSPEVDFT�TPNF�QSPHSFTTJWF�NFBTVSFT��
'PS�FYBNQMF�JU�QSPQPTFT�DSFBUJOH�TQFDJBM�JODFOUJWFT�TVDI�BT�
TDIPMBSTIJQT�GPS�VOJWFSTJUZ�TUVEFOUT�BOE�HSBEVBUFT�TUVEZJOH�
45&.�GJFME ��*U�BMTP�QSPQPTFT�SFWJWJOH�UIF�/BUJPOBM�4DJFODF�
BOE�5FDIOPMPHZ�.VTFVN�1SPKFDU�XIJDI�IBT�CFFO�PO�UIF�
ESBXJOH�CPBSE�BTUPOJTIJOHMZ�TJODF�������5IF�QPMJDZ�SFWJTJUT�
UIF�DPODFQU�PG�TDJFODF�BDDVMUVSBUJPO�BEWPDBUJOH�B�OBUJPOBM�
OFUXPSL�PG�SFHJPOBM�TDJFODF�BOE�UFDIOPMPHZ�NVTFVNT�

Digital Agenda: leaving no-one behind 
(IBOB�XBT�POF�PG�UIF�GJSTU� PVOUSJFT�UP�SBUJGZ�UIF�Malabo 
Convention�	����
��*O������UIF�.JOJTUFS�PG�$PNNVOJDBUJPOT�
6STVMB�0XVTV�&LVGVM�BOOPVODFE�UIF�Ghana Digital Agenda�
BT�B�QJWPUBM�HPWFSONFOU�QPMJDZ�BU�BO�*56�5FMFDPN�8PSME�
$POGFSFODF�JO�UIF�3FQVCMJD�PG�,PSFB�BTTVSJOH�QBSUJDJQBOUT�UIBU�
AOP�POF�XJMM�CF�MFGU�CFIJOE����

GBSNFST�PO�IPX�UP�NJOJNJ[F�UIF�VTF�PG�DIFNJDBM�GFSUJMJ[FST�BOE�
BEPQU�SFTQPOTJCMF�JSSJHBUJPO�QSBDUJDFT�	3FQ��(IBOB�����
�

5IF�HPWFSONFOU�IBT�EFWFMPQFE�B�National Data for the 
Sustainable Development Roadmap�XIJDI�JT�QSJPSJUJ[JOH�GJMMJOH
EBUB�HBQT�BOE�FODPVSBHJOH�EBUB�VTF��"�OBUJPOBM�QMBUGPSN�
IBT�CFFO�MBVODIFE�UP�NBLF�EJTBHHSFHBUFE�EBUB�PO�UIF�4%(T�
BWBJMBCMF�UP�UIF�QVCMJD��*O�QBSBMMFM�(IBOB�JT�POF�PG�GJ F�QJMPU�
DPVOUSJFT�EFWFMPQJOH�BO�STI for the SDGs Roadmap�XJUI�BO�
JOUFS�BHFODZ�UFBN�MFE�CZ�6/&4$0�JO�UIJT�DPVOUSZ��

A presidential council to oversee STI
0OF�QSPWJTJPO�PG�UIF�National Science, Technology and 
Innovation Policy (2017–2027) IBT�BMSFBEZ�CFFO�JNQMFNFOUFE�
XJUI�UIF�JOBVHVSBUJPO�PG�UIF�1SFTJEFOUJBM�"EWJTPSZ�$PVODJM�GPS�
4DJFODF�5FDIOPMPHZ�BOE�*OOPWBUJPO�JO�+BOVBSZ�������

National science fund in the pipeline
(&3%�BNPVOUFE�UP�������JO������B�TMJHIU�JNQSPWFNFOU�
PWFS�������JO������	3FQ��(IBOB�����
��5IF�HPWFSONFOU�
SFQPSUT�UIBU�POF�UIJSE�	���
�PG�NJDSP��BOE�TNBMM�BOE�NFEJVN�
TJ[FE�FOUFSQSJTFT�IBWF�BEPQUFE�JNQSPWFE�MPDBM�QBDLBHJOH�
UFDIOPMPHJFT�BOE�UIBU�JOEVTUSZ�BEPQUFE�����SFTFBSDI�GJOEJOHT
JO������VQ�GSPN����JO������	3FQ��(IBOB�����
��

5IF�National Science, Technology and Innovation 
Policy DPNNJUT�UIF�HPWFSONFOU�UP�SBJTJOH�(&3%�UP����PG�(%1�
AJO�UIF�TIPSU�BOE�NFEJVN�UFSN��CZ�DPNCJOJOH�DPOUSJCVUJPOT�
GSPN�UIF�QVCMJD�BOE�QSJWBUF�TFDUPST�BOE�UP������PG�(%1�JO�UIF�
MPOHFS�UFSN��*O������UIF�HPWFSONFOU�CFHBO�ESBGUJOH�B�CJMM�GPS�
UIF�DSFBUJPO�PG�B�OBUJPOBM�SFTFBSDI�GVOE�JO�PSEFS�UP�HVBSBOUFF�B�
NPSF�TVTUBJOBCMF�GVOEJOH�CBTF��6OUJM�UIJT�JT�EPOF�JU�JT�OPU�DMFBS�
IPw funding can effFDUJWFMZ�DBUFS�UP�UIF�OFFET�PG�BMM�JOOPWBUPST�

5IF�QPMJDZ�IBT�JUT�TIPSUDPNJOHT��5IF�NBOOFS�JO�XIJDI�
GJOBODJBM� FTPVSDFT�XJMM�CF�BMMPDBUFE�UP�TDJFODF�BHFODJFT�JT�ZFU�

In April 2019, Google opened Africa’s 
first centre for artificial intelligence 
(AI), in Accra, Ghana. The centre has 
a multinational team, with software 
engineers and research scientists 
hailing from Ghana, Nigeria, Lesotho, 
Senegal and Uganda, as well as 
Canada, Ireland, Israel, the UK, USA and 
elsewhere. 

The CEO is, himself, from Senegal. 
In 2018, Dr Moustapha Cissé founded 
the first African Master’s of Machine 
Intelligence degree at the African 
Institute for Mathematical Sciences, 
with the sponsorship of Facebook and 
Google.

The Accra centre is collaborating 
with local universities to roll out African 
solutions to prevailing problems. It 
intends to provide research grants and 
PhD scholarships to drive research in AI. 

In June 2019, the centre organized a 
symposium with the Department of 
Computer Science at the University of 
Ghana on the theme of challenging the 
status quo: the role of AI in Africa. 

In June 2018, Jeff Dean and Moustapha 
Cissé penned a blog* on Google’s AI 
website announcing the forthcoming 
AI centre and affirming that, over the 
ten years Google had been present 
on the continent, two million Africans 
had benefited from the company’s 
digital skills training programme. ‘We’re 
supporting 100 000 developers and over 
60 tech startups through our Launchpad 
Accelerator Africa’, they said. ‘We’re also 
adapting our products to make it easy 
for people to discover the best of the 
Internet, even on low-Random Access 
Memory smartphones or unstable 
network connections’.

The Launchpad Accelerator Africa 
provides African start-ups with 
equity-free support, access to Google 
engineers and intensive mentoring, 
as well as training in public relations. 
It accepts applications from top seed-
stage African start-ups located in 
Algeria, Botswana, Cameroon, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Morocco, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda 
and Zimbabwe.

Unlike IBM in South Africa (see 
Box 20.4), Google has not signed an 
agreement with the government 
relating to its corporate social 
responsibility in Ghana.

Source: compiled by authors 
*See: https://www.blog.google/around-the-
globe/google-africa/google-ai-ghana/
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