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The CRCC harmonizes programmes and policies adopted 
by the three councils responsible for research grants (granting 
councils), in order to ensure that these councils operate as 
a coherent system. Historically, the lack of an effective co-
ordination mechanism has been a weakness of the federal 
research system (APoFSFS, 2017).

More funding for ‘high-risk’ research 
The CRCC launched a New Frontiers in Research Fund 
in 2018 to bolster federal support for game-changing 
research. This fund is investing Can$ 275 million between 
2018 and 2023, and Can$ 65 million on an ongoing basis 
in ‘international, interdisciplinary, fast-breaking and high-
risk research’. The fund selects projects for grants under 
three strands: ‘exploration’ grants for high-risk, high-reward 
research; ‘transformation’ grants, providing large-scale 
support for interdisciplinary and transformative research; and 
‘international’ grants to support Canadian engagement with 
partners abroad. The inaugural call for proposals received over 
1 700 applications, far exceeding expectations.

The federal government also proposes establishing a 
Strategic Science Fund. Within a ‘principles-based framework’, 
an independent panel of experts would select recipient 
organizations and determine the level of funding for each 
recipient, as part of a competitive and transparent allocation 
process. Third-party organizations such as the Perimeter 
Institute for Theoretical Physics, Brain Canada, CCA, Genome 
Canada and CIFAR (formerly known as the Canadian Institute 
for Advanced Research) would be eligible to apply to the 
fund, which could be operational as early as 2022. 

In the meantime, the CCA is leading an assessment of the 
practices of funding agencies around the world. The aim is 
to examine the ways in which Canada can apply innovative 
practices at home in a rapidly evolving and increasingly 
interconnected environment.

A chief advisor to bridge government and science
Almost ten years after its abolition, the position of Chief Science
Advisor was revived in 2017. This followed a campaign by several
groups, including Evidence for Democracy and the Royal Society 
of Canada. The latter had argued that a new high-level science
and technology advisory committee should replace the defunct 
Science, Technology and Innovation Council (RSC, 2018). 

The Royal Society of Canada also recommended that 
the government further empower the newly appointed 
Chief Scientific Advisor through legislation recognizing the 
incumbent as the key interlocutor for connecting external 
science and government research. The Royal Society of 
Canada’s proposals stem from its diagnosis of a gap between 
Canada’s scientific capacity and government decision-making, 
with ‘few clear pathways [to] enable and facilitate 
engagement between those inside government and leading 
scientists and scholars across Canada’ (RSC, 2018). 

Borrowing from the UK’s science advisory model, the Chief
Science Advisor has established science advisors in several
federal departments and agencies, including those with a 
portfolio for space, the environment, natural resources, fisheries 
and oceans, as well as at the National Research Council. 

A Youth Council has also been established to support 
the Chief Science Advisor’s mandate. It counts 20 members 
selected from among more than 1 100 applicants. The council 
has been asked to include in its mandate reporting and 
research on the barriers that Black and other minority ethnic 
groups come up against in STEM.

The Chief Science Advisor has produced a model policy on 
scientific integrity for use by federal government researchers, in 
conjunction with the Professional Institute of the Public Service
of Canada. This model policy encourages federal scientists to 
speak openly about their work and provides a framework for
employers and employees on the conduct of government
science. It also recognizes the role played by researchers in 
communicating scientific information to the public.3

In November 2019, the prime minister tasked the Minister 
for Innovation, Science and Industry with assisting the Chief 
Science Advisor in ensuring that the outcome of 
government-funded research in the basic and applied 
sciences is made available to the public, that scientists are 
able to speak freely about their work and that scientific 
analysis from across Canada and beyond is considered when 
the government makes decisions.

The Chief Science Advisor is participating in a global 
network of science advisors that is sharing the latest research 
on the fallout from the Covid-19 pandemic. Together with 
Prof. Rémi Quirion, Chief Scientist for Quebec, Dr Mona Nemer  
is planning the 2021 edition of the International Conference 
on Science Advice to Governments, which is due to take place 
in Montreal and is slated to launch a North American chapter 
of the International Network for Government Science Advice. 

The Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, a body representing the 65 000 
Inuit residing in Canada, published its National Inuit Strategy 
on Research in March 2018. This strategy redirected attention 

Figure 4.4: Number of IP5 patents granted to 
Canada, 2015–2019

Note: IP5 refers to the US Patent and Trademark Office, European Patent Office, Japanese 
Patent Office, Korean Intellectual Property Office and State Intellectual Property Office of the 
People’s Republic of China.

Source: PATSTAT; data treatment by 
Science-Metrix
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