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Figure 6.6: Trends in patenting and high-tech trade in Caricom countries

Note: IP5 refers to the US Patent and Trademark Office, European Patent Office, Japanese Patent Office, Korean Intellectual Property Office and State Intellectual Property 
Office of the People’s Republic of China.

Source: PATSTAT, data treatment by Science Metrix; for high-tech trade: World Bank’s World Development Indicators, July 2020; for resident patent applications, World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Antigua & Barbuda – – – – – – – 218

Bahamas – 27 9 9 18 28 37 –

Barbados – – 65 22 – – – –

Guyana – – – 19 – 18 – 34

Haiti 6 12 – 11 – – – –

Jamaica 87 110 96 143 30 81 46 107

St Kitts & Nevis – – – – – – – –

St Lucia – – – – – 232 134 89

Trinidad & Tobago – 5 – 9 7 7 – 10

High-tech exports as a share of manufactured exports, 2015–2018 (%) 

Number of IP5 patents granted to Caricom countries, 2015–2019

Barbados and the Bahamas figure
prominently because foreign research

centres tend to be registered in these countries 
without actually operating laboratories.
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St Kitts and Nevis has attracted six US 
electronics firms, through its Citizen by 

Investment Programme for foreign investors.


