
l protecting at least 60% of freshwater reserves and stream 
formation areas, expanding protected areas to 30% of the 
country’s territory by 2030;

l promoting sustainable agriculture and the development of 
an industrial processing cluster that is export-oriented and 
based on green technology;

l reducing solid waste in landfills by 40% by 2030; and

l allocating at least 20% of public procurement to the 
purchase of environmentally sound, effective and resource-
efficient goods, works and services.

The Mongolia Sustainable Development Vision 2030 (2016) 
also relies on the use of advanced technologies to liquefy 
and carbonate coal and shale to meet its target of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 14% over 2015 levels by 2030 
(Table 14.1). 

One challenge will be to ensure that the country’s sustainable 
development agenda is implemented across different sectors. For 
instance, the stated purpose of the State Industrial Policy (2015) is 
to ensure fair competition for stakeholders in priority industrial 
sectors (Table 14.2) and to develop safe, environmentally friendly 
and competitive manufactured products oriented towards export 
and import substitution. However, green industries do not figure 
among the priority sectors (Table 14.2). Responsibility for the 
development of wind and solar energy, for instance, falls to the 
State Policy on Energy (2015).

A focus on agro-food and industry
Like the Green Development Policy, the Mongolia Sustainable 
Development Vision 2030 places strong emphasis on the agro-
technical and food industry as well as other industrial sectors, 
along with boosting export-oriented processing industrial 
clusters that deploy advanced technologies. Substantial 
innovation will be required to achieve the stated vision for a 
green economy laid out in both documents. 

For instance, the government had introduced ‘support 
tariffs’ to cover the cost of electricity production from 
renewable energy sources but had to stop issuing new 
permits in 2018 over concerns that the existing electricity grid 
was struggling to accommodate the rapid growth in energy 
produced by wind farms. Renewable energy amounted to 
3–4% of total electricity output in 2019 (GCF, 2019).

Better data for sustainable development agenda 
The president chairs the National Sustainable Development 
Council and the prime minister heads the committee set up 
in 2016 to co-ordinate implementation and monitoring of 
the National Sustainable Development Strategy to 2040. The 
Taza Koom (Smart Nation) Digital Transformation programme 
announced in 2017 is part of this strategy (MAPS Mission 
Team, 2019).14

In 2020, the government was in the process of amending 
the Statistical Law (2007) to provide a first definition of 
the national statistical system. The new law is expected to 
strengthen the National Statistical Committee’s mandate 
for leading data collection and analysis to monitor progress 
towards the SDGs (MAPS Mission Team, 2019). 

MONGOLIA

A difficult balancing act 
Mongolia’s economy is based largely on mining, 
unprocessed agricultural products and low-tech exports. Over 
90% of its primary energy supply comes from coal (GCF, 2019). 
Ulaanbaatar is the world's third-most polluted capital city 
(IQAir, 2019).15

Mongolia will need to balance plans to develop existing 
mining industries with the desired introduction of more 
sustainable production and consumption patterns. 

For instance, Mongolia intends to meet 100% of domestic 
energy demand by 2030 by raising the share of renewable 
energy to 30% of total energy consumption, according to its 
Green Development Policy (2014–2030), and by developing a 
nuclear power plant (Table 14.1). 

It also details plans to develop industries for smelting 
copper and purifying gold, as well as mining petroleum, 
natural gas, oil shale and coal. The policy plans to balance this 
by, inter alia:

l creating a sovereign wealth fund from mining sector 
revenues to support long-term sustainable development;

l engraining transparent and responsible mining practices, 
enhancing environmental protection, restoration activities 
and the effectiveness of offset mechanisms;

l improving efficiency in the energy sector by 20% by 2030;
l expanding forest cover to 9% of the territory by 2030; 

Table 14.2: Priority sectors for Mongolia’s State Industrial Policy, 2015

Heavy industry Light industry Small and medium-sized enterprises

Oil production Leather and hide production Dairy production

Coal chemical production Cashmere production Construction material production

Coke chemical production Wool production Food production

Copper smelting Wood production Bio-preparations

Steel production Information technology

Cement industry

Source: communication by D. Battogtokh, Director-General, Strategy and Planning Department, Mongolian Ministry of Industry, May 2015
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