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INTRODUCTION 

Documentary heritage has a palpable and universal value: it makes up the shared past of our humanity 

and continues to shape the present, it is a resource for intercultural dialogue and global citizenship 

education. 

AlUla region in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has rich and unique mountain inscriptions that trace back 

the origin of the Arabic language and use of the Arabic alphabet, which have shaped Saudi and Arab 

cultures, such as:  

• Jabal Ikmah – more than 500 different Lihyanite and early Arabic inscriptions 

• Abu Ud – ancient inscriptions from Lihyanite period 

• Al Aqra’a – large amount of early Arabic engravings 

The documentary heritage at AlUla and Saudi has the potential to be used for social cohesion, 

education, and research, at national, regional and international levels.  

 

Set up in 1992, the UNESCO Memory of the World (MoW) Programme aims to: 

• Facilitate preservation of the world's documentary heritage; 

• Enable universal access to documentary heritage worldwide; 

• Enhance wider public awareness about the significance of documentary heritage. 

With this objective in mind, the first phase of “AlUla Documentary Heritage Project - Preservation and 

Awareness-raising of Documentary Heritage in AlUla and Saudi Arabia” is being implemented by the 

UNESCO MoW Programme with financial support from the Royal Commission for AlUla (RCU). It aims 

to enhance the visibility of Saudi documentary heritage and the capacity of local archives, libraries, 

museums and other holding places to effectively identify, preserve and enable access to such heritage. 

 

As such, the “Kingdoms Institute Platform for the Promotion of Documentary Heritage in the Arab 

World” is a flagship activity of the project. It is billed to be a multi-faceted conference, incorporating 

various elements to enable memory institutions from the Arab world to gather in one place and discuss 

various aspects for the identification, preservation, accessibility and promotion of documentary heritage 

in the Arab world.  

Jabal Ikmah contains more than 500 different Lihyanite and early Arabic inscriptions 
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THE CONFERENCE 

 

To be held on 5-9 December, 2022 in AlUla, the first edition of the Platform will carry the title:  

Innovating Documentary Heritage for Sustainable Development in AlUla 

 

The Conference will aim to: 

1. Promote the global significance of Saudi Arabian documentary heritage and that of the larger Arab 

region to the stakeholders as well as to the public; 

 

2. Build capacities for the identification, preservation, and accessibility of documentary heritage as 

sustainable development among memory institutions in the Arab World; 

 

3. Strengthen regional networking among policy-makers and memory institutions in the Arab World 

to more effectively engage with the documentary heritage in AlUla. 

 

 

 

CONTENT & ITINERARY 

 

• High-level plenary sessions (opening and closing)  

• Reception hosted by RCU 

• Two capacity-building workshops for memory institutions, each of which will focus on: 

1. Identification, preservation, and accessibility of documentary heritage; 

2. Nomination of documentary heritage for possible inscription on the MoW International 

Register; 

3. Establishing a national register (technical explanation and examples from other countries). 

 

 

131 monumental Nabataean tombs are embedded into the rocks of Hegra Archaeological Site (Al-Hijr / Mada'in Saleh) 
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• Exhibitions by memory institutions in the Arab world, including digital exhibition via digital 

panels/digital library 

• Seminars and roundtables on selected topics, including: 

o Promoting international cooperation in raising awareness about Arab documentary 

heritage – in cooperation with international professional associations including the 

International Council on Archives (ICA), International Federation of Library Associations 

and Institutions (IFLA), International Council of Museums (ICOM) and the Arab League 

Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO); 

o The challenge of decoding documentary heritage in ancient Arabic; 

o AI in the preservation of documentary heritage: examples from the Arab world; 

o Documentary heritage and sustainable tourism: promotion and conservation, 

infrastructure and management strategy;  

o Educational use of documentary heritage: examples from the Arab world; 

o Safeguarding documentary heritage against threats in the Arab world: armed conflict and 

climate change; 

o Preventive conservation and risk management; 

o Ensuring legal preservation of documentary heritage – in cooperation with World 

Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO); 

o Combatting illicit trafficking of documentary heritage. 

• Conference and presentation of ongoing research/the results of the first research about AlUla 

documentary heritage and its specificity 

• Guided visits to selected sites and memory institutions 

  

Petroglyphs depict the ancient peoples, ostriches and dogs that roamed AlUla 

© Prof. Mortel, CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMAT & PARTICIPATION 

 

The 1st edition of the Platform will be organized in a hybrid format, with live transmission online to 

further diversify and increase participation across the globe.  

  

Participants will include: 

 

• Saudi memory institutions and documentary heritage experts; 

• Memory institutions and documentary heritage experts in the larger Arab world; 

• Regional and international organizations/associations working on documentary heritage; 

• Policy-makers and Member States; 

• Regional and National MoW Committees; 

• Interested members of the general public (who may travel at their own cost). 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

 

Your comments and suggestions are welcome. Please write to mowsecretariat@unesco.org (UNESCO 

Documentary Heritage Unit, Communication and Information Sector). 

 

 

 

#ArabMemoryoftheWorld 

unesco.org/en/alula 

The relics of AlUla Old Town, a once-thriving urban area  
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