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#5 Our future starts with you: How to become a climate change champion  
Background 
UNESCO and UNFCCC are launching a series of eight monthly conversations, one every month 
from April to December, focused on climate change education on the road to COP27, which 
will be held in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt on 7-18 November 2022. 

The series is dedicated to the goal of greening every education policy and curriculum to ensure 
that every learner is equipped with the knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes to tackle 
climate change and promote sustainable development. The series highlights the significant role 
of education in promoting social transformation, which implies a certain level of disruption in 
individual action intertwined with reorganization of societal structures towards a more just 
and sustainable direction.  

The series is organized in view of the UNESCO global framework on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) for the period 2020-2030, entitled “Education for Sustainable 
Development: Towards achieving the SDGs (ESD for 2030)”, as well as Glasgow work 
programme on Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) to promote transformative education 
to tackle the climate crisis, and feeds into the ACE Hub, an initiative launched by UNFCCC and 
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the German Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia in 2022 to foster education and public 
awareness, training, public access to information and participation in climate change action. 

Objectives and key questions for webinar #5 

 
Climate change education should help every individual to feel a sense of belonging and to 
participate fully in society and economy as an active global citizen with an understanding of 
how society and economy works and how to influence opportunities for positive change. 
 
In recent years, young people have increasingly become vocal and active, demanding decisive 
change, forming, and joining social movements, and holding their leaders accountable on 
climate change. However, they have expressed their lack of knowledge and know-how to 
effectively contribute to the decision-making processes. It is therefore critical to understand 
what constitutes ‘learning for change’ needed to enable individuals to take action as climate 
champions and how it can be embedded in education.  
 
‘Change’ or ‘transformation’, within a learning environment, can occur at two levels: in the 
learner themselves and in the society they live in as ‘the impact of a learner’s engagement on 
established institutions and norms’ (UNESCO, 2019)1.  The interlinked dimensions of learning – 
cognitive, socio-emotional, and behavioural – combined offer a holistic learning experience 
that puts learners on a pathway of empowerment and transformative engagement.  
 
The fifth session reviews transformative pedagogies for civic action and the role of youth, 
educators, and women as agents for social change. Through testimonies of climate change 
champions, the session reflects upon how transformative engagement takes place through 
their personal journeys including their motivations, inspirations, drivers, opportunities, and 
challenges they faced, and discusses what knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes should be 
included in teaching and learning to prepare learners to become climate change champions.  
 
The session will address the following questions: 

What are the commonalities found across personal journeys of climate change 

champions? 

How can education promote learning for change? 

 

Agenda 

Moderator: Mr Abubaker Musuuza, Ashoka Fellow, Uganda 

 
1 UNESCO (2019) Teaching and learning transformative engagement 

Outline  

` Introduction of the session rules, the agenda, and the speakers   
 

[Moderated panel discussion on the key questions] 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000368961
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Date 

The webinar will be held on Tuesday, 30 August 2022 at 14:00 – 15:00 GMT+2 (60 min). 
 

Technical specifications 

The webinar will be held on Zoom and a YouTube livestream will be provided. The webinar is 
conducted in English and live interpretation will be provided in French and Spanish. Written 
interactions during the session are available in English, Spanish and French. 
 

Organizers and partners 

The series of webinars is organized by UNESCO and UNFCCC.  
  

Contact  

• Section of Education for Sustainable Development, Education Sector, UNESCO at 

future.esd@unesco.org  

• Action for Climate Empowerment team, UNFCCC at ace@unfccc.int. 

More details will be made available on the UNESCO ESD webpage and UNFCCC ACE Hub.   

 
What are the commonalities found across personal journeys of climate change 

champions? 

How can education promote learning for change? 

[Panel] 
Ms Ayshka Najib, Youth Lead on Feminist Action for Climate Justice Action 

Coalition and Fridays for Future Most Affected People and Areas, United Arab 

Emirates   

Mr Oren Pizmony-Levy, Associate Professor, Teachers College, Columbia 

University, USA 

Ms Hoor Ahli, UAE Nature Ambassador, United Arab Emirates 

[Moderated Q&A] 
 

Closing and outlook of next webinar 
 

mailto:future.esd@unesco.org
mailto:ace@unfccc.int
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/climate-change-education-social-transformation
https://unfccc.int/topics/education-youth/action-for-climate-empowerment-hub

