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I. Background and overview 

The present addendum provides a non-exhaustive, consolidated and condensed picture of the 
outcomes of the five regional consultations organized in preparation for the UNESCO World 
Conference on Cultural Policies – MONDIACULT 2022. The report builds on the priorities and 
recommendations expressed by the Member States and concerned stakeholders during the five 
regional online meetings held between 13 December 2021 and 17 February 2022, as well as through 
the 165 written contributions received by UNESCO in the context of the afore-mentioned meetings. 
Regional consultations were conducted across the five UNESCO regions as defined for programmatic 
purposes (ref. Basic Texts, Section I), in an inclusive and participatory manner through the direct 
involvement of a diversity of stakeholders, including representatives of Member States, regional and 
subregional organizations, non-governmental organizations, and UNESCO Chairs and category 2 
centres, based on a background document prepared by UNESCO to stimulate the regional dialogue 
with a view to ensure consistency across all the five regions for the purpose of the present report.  

II. Overview of trends and regional cooperation  

Member States have unanimously reiterated their commitment to the normative function of 
UNESCO in the field of culture in all five regions, beyond discrepancies in the level of ratification, 
as a critical conceptual and operational dimension to frame the development and effective 
implementation of national cultural policies and legislations, emphasizing the need for UNESCO to 
expand policy advice to support the formulation and adaptation of cultural policies in a fast-evolving 
landscape, particularly in the face of sustainable development challenges. 

The need to innovate governance models, public policy and business schemes, partnerships 
and alliances, as well as funding mechanisms towards more inclusive and transversal 
approaches, notably by strengthening civil society engagement in cultural policy and involving 
intergovernmental organizations and development banks, local governments and the broad spectrum 
of the private sector, was voiced across the regions. Enhanced inter-and multi-regional cultural 
cooperation – North/South and South/South – were equally expressed, profiling cultural diplomacy as 
a growing critical dimension. 

Across the five regions, the multifaceted impact of the pandemic exacerbated existing 
vulnerabilities of the cultural sector, especially with regard to the rights and working 
conditions of artists and cultural professionals. At the same time, it also spurred new 
prospects – witnessing enhanced innovation and interdependence with other policy domains, from 
health to employment and urban planning for example – as well as novel alliances and a renewed 
interest towards the economic and social impact of the cultural sector, and its transformative agency 
for resilience, including as part of COVID-19 recovery plans. 

Countries referred to the progressive transversal integration of culture across public policies 
as a growing trend towards stronger policy coherence and interaction across diverse 
development areas, both at the national and regional levels, although to varying degrees and through 
various modalities. More systemic linkages are reported between culture and other policy areas, 
notably education, climate action, disaster risk reduction, tourism, employment, and urban planning, 
among others. 

Participants also highlighted the importance of cultural heritage for identity, social cohesion, peace 
and security, and pointed to the fact that culture is increasingly at the forefront of conflict. In this sense, 
they referred to the need for concerted transnational measures, as well as investigations and 
coordinated actions to address threats to tangible and intangible cultural heritage. These 
threats include the looting and illicit trafficking of cultural property, the destruction or misuse of cultural 
heritage and traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples. 

The need to further invest in data collection, production, and analysis to inform public policies 
and assess the contribution of culture to sustainable development featured as a shared concern 
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across all regions. Strengthening cultural statistical instruments – including globally comparable – 
fostering systematic data collection and monitoring of key areas such as cultural employment 
(including in the informal sector) or fostering research and knowledge building on culture and 
sustainable development were underlined. 

Adapting cultural policies to the challenges and opportunities raised by the digital 
transformation was underlined as a shared objective in all regions. The multifaceted impact of the 
digital transformation across all cultural domains opens up opportunities for enhanced access to 
culture, documentation and safeguarding of cultural heritage, and innovation of creative expressions, 
while raising challenges to online cultural and linguistic diversity, and the fair remuneration of artists. 
Structural policy measures are needed, within and beyond cultural policies, at both the national, 
regional, and international levels, also requiring the adaptation of norms and regulation frameworks. 

Across all five regions, the role of culture in regional cooperation has gained increased 
commitment, as testified by the rise in culture-related regional and subregional ministerial dialogue 
fora, regional integration policy frameworks and initiatives, reflecting a broader commitment to cultural 
diplomacy. Regional dynamics are instrumental in shaping cultural policies, supporting the 
development of national legislations and standards, and fostering linkages between culture and 
sustainable development, notably social inclusion, climate action, or peace and dialogue. Aspiration 
was expressed to strategize regional culture policy agendas, support regional markets – including 
through enhanced mobility, trade agreements, festivals, and common qualification frameworks – and 
to spur investment in knowledge building and data collection.  

III. Key findings of the regional consultation in Africa 

1. Overarching priorities for cultural policies 

While the level of development of cultural policies is significant in the region, some countries have 
engaged in – or aspire to – adapting or consolidating cultural policy frameworks across the broad 
spectrum of cultural dimensions, encompassing notably tangible and intangible cultural heritage, 
museums, the creative economy, and cultural infrastructure. Although the commitment to UNESCO 
Conventions is notable, Africa remains underrepresented, notably on the World Heritage List, an 
unbalance which hinders its strong aspiration to engage in the global policy dialogue on culture. 

Although culture remains marginalized in budget priorities, its economic and social impact has 
gained momentum, under the combined effect of the COVID-19 pandemic and efforts towards 
stronger regional integration. While culture is not fully anchored in sustainable development planning, 
the transversality of culture across public policies is gaining ground – notably through linkages with 
tourism, crafts or education. The critical role of the creative economy and crafts to support inclusive 
growth and employment – particularly towards youth and women – is widely recognized and 
increasingly supported by dedicated policy frameworks.  

Fostering access to culture and heritage for all – particularly to the youth and vulnerable 
populations – was highlighted as foundational across the region. In that perspective, Member States 
have voiced the need to invest in cultural infrastructure, support decentralization of culture and ensure 
more systemic linkages with education, thus amplifying the impact of culture on skills, employment 
and livelihoods, while also fostering the safeguarding of cultural and linguistic diversity – a key priority 
for the region. 

Fostering an inclusive, economically viable and regionally owned digital transition to support 
cultural professionals, subsectors and markets was expressed as a priority across the region. 
The need to strengthen legal and policy frameworks on the status of the artist and intellectual property 
was particularly underlined, with a view to supporting the monetization of online culture, thus ensuring 
fair remuneration, social protection and sustained livelihoods of culture professionals. Supporting 
regional production, consumption and exchanges of cultural goods and services, was equally put 
forward by the Member States in the region, underlining the need to enhance artists’ mobility 
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measures and tax and customs incentives. 

Strengthening legal frameworks, policy instruments, guidelines and inventories to support the 
restitution of cultural property was voiced as a critical, regional and national priority to renew 
and reaffirm pan-African and national cultural identities, thus contributing to build a new narrative on 
Africa – notably pertaining to African identity and memory – both towards the young generations and 
the international community. This priority rallied unanimously the engagement of national 
governments, regional organizations and civil society organizations and is also increasingly enshrined 
in regional or subregional intergovernmental organizations focus.  

2. Recommendations of the Africa region towards MONDIACULT 2022 

 Member States called for strengthening the implementation and application of international 
legal frameworks towards the restitution of cultural property, while supporting in-situ 
conservation and management of cultural heritage. 

 Member States voiced their commitment to advancing and harnessing international 
frameworks on intellectual property and the status of the artist in the digital environment, 
while also supporting their implementation, including by global platforms. 

 Member States expressed their support for the development and effective implementation 
of cultural policies, notably through a strengthened investment and assistance in 
systematizing TVET for the professionalization of cultural stakeholders, in the UNESCO 
Conventions, and through policy advice mechanisms and methodological guidance on 
institutionalizing education and training in culture-related employment and in curricula. 

IV. Key findings of the regional consultation in the Arab States 

1. Overarching priorities for cultural policies 

While the level of development of cultural policies remains uneven across the region, the majority of 
countries have advanced their commitment in cultural policy design to strengthen policy frameworks 
and institutions’ building on a robust commitment to the UNESCO Culture Conventions. The need to 
better balance investments in cultural infrastructure and programming was particularly 
underlined, while an aspiration to support more systemic participation of civil society in cultural policy 
design and implementation was voiced to maximize social inclusion and empowerment of all 
segments in the society. 

Culture is increasingly recognized in sustainable development planning, notably in relation to 
sustainable tourism, although enhanced advocacy, policy guidance and knowledge building were 
called for. Investing in a more systemic linkage between culture and education for identity and 
nation-building, as well as to support youth aspirations for skilled employment and TVET in 
culture-related entrepreneurship, featured prominently amongst the future perspectives. Equally, 
developing comprehensive and transversal policymaking across development areas was brought 
forward, with a view to promote culture as a public good for social transformation and development. 

Supporting the adaptation of the cultural sector to opportunities and challenges of the digital 
transformation was evidenced as an emerging trend, with a particular focus on framing the 
digitalization of cultural heritage and archives to support heritage documentation and 
inclusive access to digital content, as well as on expanding knowledge and capacity building of 
cultural professionals on the use of new technology. Furthermore, Member States voiced the criticality 
of developing intellectual property frameworks to support fair remuneration of artists and cultural 
professionals. 

Strengthening the role of culture in multilateral cooperation to support peace building, social 
cohesion and the appreciation of cultural diversity was underlined as essential, notably through 
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enhanced implementation of normative instruments, including the UNESCO Culture Conventions, and 
multinational nominations aimed at strengthening regional integration and cooperation. Sustained 
cultural diplomacy efforts, including through multilateral policy fora and regional cultural events were 
referred to as a critical component in this context. 

Promoting youth employment, citizenship and engagement in policy design and 
implementation in the cultural sector was acknowledged as fundamental for empowerment, social 
development, and economic growth. In this regard, integrating culture into education curricula and 
pedagogies, supporting the educational function of museums, integrating culture in employment 
policies and plans, investing in TVET and cultural incubators, and enabling joint public-private funding 
mechanisms were emphasized as critical axes. 

2. Recommendations of the Arab States region towards MONDIACULT 2022 

 Member States expressed their support for the development, adaptation and 
implementation of cultural policies, as well as the professionalization of the cultural sector, 
through the development of normative and policy frameworks and more systemic capacity 
building schemes. 

 Member States committed to sustained policy dialogue on culture through permanent global 
and regional fora under UNESCO’s aegis, with a view to strengthen multilateralism, while 
further harnessing culture for sustainable development prospects in the Region and beyond. 

 Member States called for advancing regulatory frameworks in the cultural sector in the 
context of the digital transformation, notably pertaining to the digitalization of culture in all 
its diversity, from heritage to artistic expressions, and literary works, as well as languages, 
and strengthening intellectual property frameworks and regulating online platforms to 
support linguistic diversity and the diversity of contents. 

V. Key findings of the regional consultation in Asia and the Pacific 

1. Overarching priorities for cultural policies 

Beyond the broad disparity of cultural policies across the region, the safeguarding of tangible and 
intangible heritage as well indigenous languages and cultures are core areas of focus, 
complemented by a growing interest in the creative economy and the fight against illicit trafficking. A 
robust commitment to the UNESCO Culture Conventions has significantly influenced the development 
of legal and institutional frameworks. While an increasing number of countries are engaged in 
adapting culture policy frameworks, limited public funding and skilled human resources are reported 
as conducive to insufficient prioritization of culture, requiring stronger advocacy and investment in 
capacity-building, and underpinned by strengthened culture-related data collection and analysis 
instruments. 

The transformative role of culture for collective and individual well-being is increasingly 
acknowledged and enshrined as a pillar of national development plans in a growing number of 
countries. Harnessing culture for social cohesion and dialogue, exploring sustainable patterns of 
cultural tourism, or enhancing the role of culture and traditional knowledge to support climate action 
and disaster risk reduction – including in relation to ocean science – are receiving growing interest, 
opening opportunities to further anchor culture in sustainable development planning. 

Enhancing the role of culture for social inclusion, dialogue and peace building was highlighted 
as a major priority across the region, notably in relation to harnessing the multicultural features of the 
region or supporting nation-building or post-conflict reconciliation efforts. The safeguarding of culture 
and the promotion of cultural rights are considered as privileged channels to tackle social and 
economic inequalities and to foster the inclusion of marginalized or vulnerable groups, notably 
indigenous peoples or persons with disabilities. The region is also characterized by a significant 



214 EX/10 Add. – page 5 

 

engagement in expanding arts education and integrating culture in curricula in formal and non-formal 
education – including education for sustainable development – thus forging education policies focused 
on physical, mental and spiritual wellbeing and the appreciation of cultural diversity, while also 
supporting youth engagement in culture. An emerging interest is expressed in strengthening the 
participation of the civil society in cultural policy design and implementation, including through creative 
hubs. 

Addressing the digital divide and fostering access to culture for all was equally underlined as a 
critical target, with a view to ensuring the preservation of cultural diversity and multiple cultural 
identities, while also harnessing the benefits of the digital transformation for the cultural sector. 
Strengthening intellectual property frameworks, expanding the socio-economic rights of artists, and 
further integrating culture in national digital transformation policies were notably highlighted as crucial.  

2. Recommendations of the Asia and the Pacific region towards MONDIACULT 2022 

 Member States voiced their support for the adaptation of cultural policies to the sustainable 
development agenda, particularly through strengthened assistance in policy formulation and 
revision, more systemic and data-informed advocacy efforts, as well as by documenting, 
measuring and framing the linkages between culture and other policy areas, notably 
education and climate action. 

 Member States called for strengthening policy and legal frameworks to inform the adaptation 
of the cultural sector to the opportunities and challenges of the digital transformation, notably 
pertaining to strengthening intellectual property frameworks, framing the socio-economic 
rights of artists and cultural professionals, and adapting cultural and digital policies. 

 Member States reiterated their commitment to multilateral dialogue on culture, at both the 
global and regional levels, through sustained policy platforms and enhanced collaboration 
on the development of regional and interregional policy frameworks, strategies and 
initiatives, as well as expanded cultural diplomacy efforts. 

VI. Key findings of the regional consultation in Latin America and the Caribbean 

1. Overarching priorities for cultural policies 

Most countries have developed cultural policies, focusing notably on strengthening culture-related 
institutional, policy and legal frameworks. Subsectors such as audiovisual, publishing, crafts, music, 
gastronomy or museums are increasingly promoted to support learning, empowerment and inclusion, 
while the need to adapt culture-related approaches, business models and governance patterns was 
underlined. 

Although cultural policies still remain largely vertical and sectoral in their approach, strong 
aspirations were expressed towards fostering multisectoral policies addressing the linkages 
between culture and other policy domains. Supporting and framing the cultural economy and 
employment, including in the informal sector, harnessing culture to support climate action, disaster 
risk reduction and food security, enhancing urban and territorial planning through culture-informed 
models, or leveraging the educational role of museums and tangible and intangible heritage, were 
underlined as areas of investment. Overall, the need to adapt cultural policies to support the well-
being (“bien vivir”) of societies notably reconciling cultural diversity with biological diversity, while 
forging participatory, gender inclusive, community-based policy models, that promote the social link 
and are conducive to valorizing intercultural, localized and decentralized approaches, was particularly 
brought to the fore. 

Advancing cultural rights to promote cultural and linguistic diversity and reduce inequalities 
featured as a critical priority across the diversity of the region, stemming, notably, from the legacy of 
slavery and the colonial era. In this context, Member States brought forward equitable access to 
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culture for all, supporting cultural and linguistic diversity online and offline as a positive capital in the 
region, enabling social inclusion and intergenerational dialogue, targeting youth, indigenous peoples, 
people of African descent, migrants as well as internally displaced people.  Strengthening individual 
and collective cultural rights through intellectual property frameworks, in order to address the 
misuse and appropriation of cultural heritage, and curb illicit trafficking of cultural property 
was identified as a priority concern. Furthermore, the issue of individual and collective rights of artists, 
their fair remuneration, and their right to mobility and free expression were identified as areas of 
concern requiring urgent attention and action. 

Upholding culture as a public good to support peace building, enabling social inclusion, and 
promoting culture as a safe space towards forging democratic and inclusive societies was 
emphasized as fundamental to provide a sense of hope to societies and the ability to project towards 
the future, through empowerment and participation. To that end, harnessing the synergy between 
culture and education – both formal and non-formal, including in indigenous languages - was deemed 
critical to empower individuals and societies fully with the ability and skills to expand their 
opportunities, including and beyond in cultural entrepreneurship. 

2. Recommendations of the Latin America and the Caribbean region towards MONDIACULT 
2022 

 Member States affirmed the need to foster the development of a new paradigm to cultural 
policies that upholds culture as a public good, underlining its transformative impact on 
education, social inclusion or climate action – while amplifying cultural diplomacy and 
cooperation at all levels for peace building, and expressed their commitment for advancing 
cultural policy formulation and adaptation through UNESCO standard-setting action, policy 
advice and capacity building (notably for Small Island Developing States), as well as by 
sustaining permanent global and regional policy fora under UNESCO’s aegis. 

 Member States highlighted the importance of curbing the illicit trafficking of cultural property 
notably by reinforcing operational, institutional and legal capacities, and strengthening 
regional coordination.  

 Member States called for expanding global discussions on the broad spectrum of cultural 
rights – both individual and collective under UNESCO’s aegis, with a view to frame and 
enact their respect, implementation and exercise, as an integral part of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, including in the digital environment. 

VII. Key findings of the regional consultation in Europe and North America 

1. Overarching priorities for cultural policies 

Cultural policies have seen their scopes and areas of focus broadening, while more inclusive, 
decentralized implementation modalities have emerged. Safeguarding cultural heritage, sustaining 
the creative sector, expanding access to culture, strengthening the professionalization of culture and 
the status of artists, or supporting intercultural dialogue are among the core areas of focus, all of which 
are framed and supported by a high-level ratification of the UNESCO Culture Conventions.  

Although the role of culture in sustainable development is widely acknowledged in the region, its 
effective integration in sustainable development planning and monitoring remains uneven. Enhancing 
and measuring the impact of culture on growth and employment, promoting sustainable patterns of 
cultural tourism and harnessing culture for climate action and peace building are among the core 
prospects to further anchor culture in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  

Supporting the adaptation of cultural policies to the digital transformation is a major priority 
across the region. Framing an inclusive, economically viable digital cultural environment – allowing 
access to culture for all and equitable representation of cultural and linguistic diversity, expanding 
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professionalization and skills in the culture sector, and ensuring fair remuneration of artists and 
cultural professionals – is underlined as a major policy prospect. More systemic synergies between 
cultural and digital policies were called upon to foster investment in infrastructure and training, while 
strengthening the legal, normative and policy frameworks pertaining to intellectual property. 
Harnessing digital technologies for cultural heritage documentation, safeguarding and mediation – 
notably in relation to sustainable tourism or climate adaptation – was equally called for. 

Advancing rights-based cultural policies through a stronger commitment to the promotion and 
protection of cultural diversity was underscored as a critical, prospective policy priority. Framing 
the notion and exercise of cultural rights, as well as promoting the respect of cultural diversity, were 
recalled as founding principles for democratic societies, relying on the freedom of expression, 
including artistic freedom. Addressing social and economic inequalities to foster inclusion, health and 
wellbeing was expressed as a concern to be mainstreamed in policy implementation. More inclusive 
cultural policies – engaging notably youth, diasporas, indigenous peoples and cultural minorities – 
were called upon to support the joint appropriation of culture as a public good and equal participation 
in cultural life. Advancing the status and social and economic rights of artists was upheld as being 
central to achieving respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The need to strengthen 
synergies between culture and education to foster the appreciation of cultural diversity, expand 
professionalization, harness global citizenship and critical thinking was equally underlined.  

2. Recommendations of the Europe and North America region towards MONDIACULT 2022 

 Member States affirmed their strong commitment towards advancing legal, normative and 
policy frameworks pertaining to culture in the digital environment, notably for ensuring 
equitable access to online culture, strengthening intellectual property frameworks to support 
fair remuneration, and safeguarding and promoting online cultural and linguistic diversity. 

 Member States in the region called for better framing and enacting cultural rights as an 
integral part of fundamental human rights to address increasing inequalities in pluralistic 
societies, including with regard to defining culture as a public good of universal access, and 
assessing the contribution of the UNESCO Culture Conventions and Recommendations in 
a fast-evolving landscape.  

 Member States underscored the pivotal role of culture to sustain multilateralism, 
international cooperation for peace, emphasizing UNESCO’s historical and privileged role 
to foster global policy dialogue with the aim of building common understanding and 
advancing universal standards.  

VIII. Concluding remarks 

The regional consultations testified to a broad participation of Member States and other concerned 
stakeholders, notably regional IGOs, NGOs, UNESCO chairs and category 2 centres, shaping priority 
areas for cultural policy investment in the future. The discussions brought to the forefront critical trends 
such as the emergence of more agile, decentralized and transversal cultural policy models, involving 
increasingly systemic alliances with the civil society and the private sector in policy design and 
implementation, as well as more robust linkages between cultural policies and education, climate 
action, employment, urban planning, health and wellbeing.    

The cultural sector has drastically changed over the past decade, a transformation which was 
accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, and which should be better anchored in policy design and 
implementation. Cultural policies in the twenty-first century call for greater diversification, 
transversality and professionalization, as well as encompassing the necessary adaptation of 
normative frameworks, measures and tools to respond to the opportunities and challenges of a 
changing world. Reshaping public policy schemes to sustain a more resilient, economically viable and 
diversified cultural sector, expanding culture-related data collection, analysis and monitoring 
instruments and frameworks, and enhancing skills and competencies, were highlighted as specific 
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areas of concern deserving stronger policy investment and UNESCO’s support. 

The reports of the regional consultations identified a set of focused priorities that the UNESCO World 
Conference on Cultural Policies and Sustainable Development – MONDIACULT 2022 should 
primarily address. The acceleration of the digital transformation is unquestionably representing 
a central feature in the adaptation of cultural policies, in terms of access, social protection, cultural 
and linguistic diversity, on which Member States called for stepped up action in terms of regulation, 
policy guidance, knowledge, technical and professional training, strengthening intellectual property 
frameworks, framing the socio-economic rights of artists as well as infrastructure investment, in order 
to curb the digital divide.  

In a fast-evolving landscape, marked by mobility and disparities, harnessing cultural creativity and 
diversity as a positive force in today’s pluralistic societies stands as a critical area widely 
acknowledged by the Member States as requiring a more deliberate commitment to advancing a 
rights-based approach to culture in public policy – encompassing the right to identity, to 
linguistic diversity, to heritage and artistic freedom – as essential to live together in diversity, 
fostering peace, stability, and sustainable development. 

Deliberations in the context of the regional consultations emphasized the relevance of the 
constitutional role of UNESCO to spearhead prospective and strategic dialogue on the enabling 
role of culture for socio-economic development and societal change, including by sustaining a 
permanent global policy forum under UNESCO’s aegis. Member States underscored that the 
outcomes of the UNESCO World Conference on Cultural Policies and Sustainable Development – 
MONDIACULT 2022 should inform UNESCO’s future work, including as regards the implementation 
of its Culture Conventions and programmes, notably through the continued provision of monitoring, 
policy advice and assistance to Member States in a global evolving landscape and towards 
sustainable development. They reaffirmed the critical agency of culture to sustain intercultural 
dialogue for mutual understanding, strengthening multilateralism, underscoring the need to promote 
the significant value of culture for people and societies, as a public good and a pathway to build peace 
and prosperity. 
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