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Background 
 
Education for Sustainable Development: Towards achieving the SDGs (ESD for 2030) is the global 
framework for implementation of ESD for the period 2020-2030, adopted by the UNESCO General 
Conference at its 40th Session, and acknowledged by the UN General Assembly at its 74th Session in 
2019. ESD for 2030 builds upon the lessons learned from the Global Action Programme on ESD (GAP, 
2015-2019), and aims to strengthen quality and relevance of learning through reviewing the purposes 
and values that underpin education in order to develop knowledge, skills, values and attitudes necessary 
for achieving all 17 SDGs. There is little time left to achieve the Agenda 2030, and it is crucial to accelerate 
the implementation of ESD in a decade of action to deliver the Goals. In response to that, UNESCO has 
developed a Roadmap for implementation that provides guidance for Member States and other 
stakeholders in the continuity of their efforts made during the GAP. The Roadmap proposes concrete 
ways to step up actions in the five priority action areas on 1) advancing policy; 2) transforming learning 
environments; 3) building capacities of educators; 4) empowering and mobilizing youth; and 5) 
accelerating local level actions.  The five priority action areas are to be implemented by Member States 
and education stakeholders with the support and assistance of UNESCO and its partners, through the 
“country initiatives”, networking, monitoring and evaluation, etc. On the occasion of the UNESCO World 
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development in May 2021, education stakeholders adopted the 
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https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370215.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000374802
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Berlin Declaration on Education for Sustainable Development, renewing their commitment to mobilize 
action on ESD through implementing the ESD for 2030 framework and its Roadmap.  

 

What is ESD-Net 2030? 
 
Since the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD, 2005-2014), UNESCO has been 
convening a number of opportunities for knowledge exchange and cooperation among education 
stakeholders, which generated a broad community of practice on ESD, comprising around 4000 
individuals and institutions worldwide. They are connected through UNESCO’s communication channels 
- UNESCO ESD Newsletter and ESD LinkedIn Group. UNESCO is expanding this large community of practice 
into a global network, under the name of ESD-Net 2030, based on the success and lessons learned from 
the previous GAP network, to facilitate the implementation of the ESD for 2030 framework. Being a 
platform for knowledge sharing, collaboration, mutual learning, advocacy, monitoring, and evaluation, 
the network aims to enhance exchange and collaboration among a wide range of stakeholders including 
governmental agencies, civil society organizations, educators, youth, research institutions, UN partners, 
international development communities, business entities, etc. The ESD-Net is being launched with the 
support of the Government of Japan. 
 
Objectives 
 
ESD-Net 2030 aims to become a key follow-up mechanism of the ESD for 2030 framework with the 
following objectives and activities:  
 
1. Knowledge sharing and mutual learning: to generate new knowledge and understanding on latest 

issues and trends and provide peer-to-peer learning opportunities of ESD for 2030 
- Learning workshop series 
- Collection and dissemination of good practices and success stories 

 

2. Advocacy: to draw attention to ESD’s on-going contribution to addressing sustainability issues as 
part of global advocacy on ESD  

- Co-creation and dissemination of advocacy material based on country initiatives 
- Show case successful practice in conjunction with key global education forum  

 

3. Collaboration: to facilitate dialogue, partnership and collaboration and put in place collaborative 
projects and activities among partners  

- An online “message board” to propose activities and projects of collaboration  
- Targeted communication using the ESD LinkedIn group 

 
4. Monitoring and evaluation: to report on and monitor progress towards the implementation of 

ESD for 2030. The data and information collected through ESD-Net 2030 will be made publicly 
available for further discussion and will also feed into the overall ESD for 2030 and SDG 4.7 M&E 
processes coordinated by UNESCO  

- Monitor and report on the progress made by Member States at the country level on 
their commitment to the ESD for 2030 

- Evaluative studies on relevance, coherence, effectiveness, efficiency, impact and 
sustainability of ESD initiatives in different contexts in, cooperation with research 
institutions 

https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/esdfor2030-berlin-declaration-en.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/unesco.org/esd-subscribe
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9021873/
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- Online survey targeting the whole ESD-Net members  

Activities of ESD-Net 2030 will be planned and implemented on a biennial basis starting for the period of 
2022-2023. Below is an indication of generic activities foreseen for each objective. A specific programme 
for 2022-2023 is being developed and will be shared in due course through the UNESCO ESD Newsletter 
and the ESD LinkedIn Group.   
 
 

Participants 
 

• Group of ESD for 2030 Countries:  composed of the representatives of the country initiatives and 
their key national implementing partners. Any country that develops and implements a “Country 
Initiative” will automatically join the group in submitting the required template prepared by 
UNESCO. The group will remain open to new members. The members of the group will be invited 
to actively participate in knowledge sharing, advocacy, monitoring, and other activities. 

• Group of global and regional ESD strategic partners: composed of UNESCO’s partners who are 
expected to enhance international cooperation in further promoting and implementing ESD. The 
potential members will be identified and invited by UNESCO based on: 1) quality of ongoing 
cooperation; 2) existing official relationships with UNESCO; and 3) mutual interest in starting new 
cooperation. The winners of the UNESCO-Japan ESD prize will be part of this group. The members 
of the group will be invited to actively participate in knowledge sharing, advocacy, monitoring, 
and other activities. 

ESD community of practice:  any individual and/or institution interested in ESD, not covered by the above-
mentioned two categories, is able to join the ESD-Net “community of practice.” To this end, they should 
register to the ESD Newsletter mailing list (https://mailchi.mp/unesco.org/esd-subscribe). They will be 
kept informed of the work of ESD-Net, and be invited to publicly open activities of the network (e.g. 
webinars, online workshops) through the ESD Newsletter and the ESD LinkedIn group. A particular 
attention will be placed on youth involvement in the Network. They will be invited to play specific and 
visible roles (e.g. moderating discussions, curating some of the group activities, etc.). 
 
A particular attention will be placed on youth involvement in the Network. 
 
Members’ roles and responsibilities: are set at the two levels mutually reinforcing. 
 

In the institutional context of each member:   
• Executing and expanding: undertake substantial concrete activities in the Priority Action Area in 

one’s own context. In particular, Member States are encouraged to streamline those activities as 
“ESD for 2030 Country Initiative”. If the member has already undertaken an activity that has 
proven successful or has potential for scaling-up, it will be encouraged to scale it up beyond the 
national boundary, at the regional/global level.  

• Convening and advocacy: establish one’s own vibrant network of concerned stakeholders in the 
selected Priority Action Area for promoting advocacy and co-learning for ESD as a global 
endeavor.  

• Mobilizing resources: secure adequate human and financial resources to implement the agreed 
activities and engage in fund raising efforts as appropriate.  

As a member of the ESD-Net:   
• Participating: actively participate in the activities of the network, including webinars, e-

workshops or face-to-face meetings.  
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• Exchanging: share the information on their activities and key achievements/outputs and interact 
with other members.   

• Reporting: the periodic consultations will be organized by UNESCO. Submit progress reports on 
the concerned Priority Action Area to UNESCO.  

 
Meetings of ESD-Net 2030 
 

• UNESCO plans to convene a physical global meeting of the ESD-Net 2030 possibly every two 
years, with the first meeting foreseen to take place in Japan in 2023, to discuss the latest progress 
on the implementation of ESD for 2030.  

• In between the global meetings, an interactive learning environment will be facilitated online to 
create synergies among the members of the network. Members will be gathered per region and 
topics and are expected to make contributions as relevant.  

• Additionally, in 2022-2023, each region will organize a technical meeting to follow up on the 
country initiatives, in conjunction with the regional SDG4 coordination mechanism in ways that 
maximize synergies with the overall national commitment to SDG4. This arrangement is expected 
to help more explicitly the role of ESD in achieving SDG 4 and all other SDGs. The members of the 
ESD-Net 2030 will be invited to make contributions to the regional meetings as well. 

 
Contact 
 

Section of Education for Sustainable Development, UNESCO 
E-mail: esd-net@unesco.org  
 

https://www.unesco.org/en/education/sustainable-development
mailto:esd-net@unesco.org

