
 
 

 
 
 
 

UNESCO Chairs Seminars 
Seminar 7: Large-Scale Renewable Energy Deployment  

for Climate Change Mitigation 
 

Date and time: Monday 10 July 2023, 13:00 to 14:30 (Paris Time) 
Languages: English and French 
Format: Zoom – Please click here to register 

 
Seminar description   
Climate change is a global challenge that requires urgent action from all sectors of society, including 
the energy sector. Large-scale renewable energy deployment has emerged as a key strategy for 
mitigating climate change, by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and increasing energy efficiency.  
 
Achieving climate goals and ensuring accessible and affordable energy for all requires a comprehensive 
digital and sustainable transformation of the energy system. This transformation should include the 
installation of solar panels on commercial and public buildings, the deployment of heat pumps, and 
the replacement of fossil fuel-powered cars with zero-emission vehicles. The digitalization of the 
energy system is also crucial to making this transition successful and improving our daily lives through 
smart devices. By investing in digital technologies, we can optimize energy consumption, reduce 
energy poverty, and prioritize the use of renewables, to make significant strides towards a cleaner, 
greener future. 
 
This Seminar aims to explore the potential role of large-scale renewable energy deployment for climate 
change mitigation and to discuss the fundamental science and geophysics behind these technologies. 
It will target UNESCO Chairs, and other experts, including scientists, researchers, educators, 
policymakers, and professionals working in the fields of renewable energy, digitalization, geophysics 
and geology. It will also be an opportunity to link the large network of UNESCO Chairs and Category 2 
Centres working in these fields with UNESCO programmes and partners, and promote collaborative 
efforts in the coming years. 
 
The objectives are to: 

- Identify future trends and new opportunities of large-scale renewable energy deployment 
and digitalization in climate change mitigation; 

- Examine the impact and challenges of large-scale renewable energy deployment and 
digitalization in climate change mitigation; 

- Share best practices and success stories of large-scale renewable energy deployment and 
digitalization in climate change mitigation; 

- Facilitate discussion and collaboration among experts, especially UNESCO Category 2 Centres 
and UNESCO Chairs, in these fields. 
 

** Register here **              
                     

 

https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-N1ZDdLuRAuiR_CbecEz3A
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-N1ZDdLuRAuiR_CbecEz3A#/registration


 
 

 

 

Provisional Agenda 

Large-Scale Renewable Energy Deployment for Climate Change Mitigation 
Monday 10 July 2023, 13:00 – 14:30 (Paris time) 

Moderator: Amal Kasry, Chief of the Basic Science, Research, Innovation and Engineering Section, 
Natural Sciences Sector, UNESCO 

13:00-13:05   Opening remarks 
Shaofeng Hu, Director of Science Policy and Basic Science Division, UNESCO 
 

13:05-13:20  Keynote speech  

Luisa Barros Valentim, Head of Consulting Business Development - Global, 
WayCarbon, Brazil 

13:20-14:00  Panel discussion: Sharing best practices and success stories of digitalization of 
Large-Scale Renewable Deployment for Climate Change Mitigation  

Moderator: Marlene Kanga, Non-Executive Director, Endeavour Energy, Australia 

• Rosei Federico, UNESCO Chair on Materials and Technologies for Energy 
Conversion, Saving and Storage (MATECSS), National Institute of Scientific 
Research, Canada 

• Daniela Blessent, Project Leader, UNESCO IGCP Project on Geothermal 
Resources for Energy Transition, Colombia 

• Kajogbola Rasaq Ajao, UNESCO Chair in Alternative Energy, Kwara State 
University, Nigeria 

• Munira Raji, Designation, Energy Transition Centre for Masters’ Training 
(CMT), United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

  
14:00-14:25 Comments and Q&A 

All participants 

14:25-14:30 Closing remarks 

Keith Holmes, Research Coordinator, UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme, 
UNESCO 

 


