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New York, May 19th, 2023           
 
 
Dear Co-facilitators, 
 
Convinced of education’s unique contribution to human rights, sustainable development and peace, the 
Group of Friends for Education and Lifelong Learning would like to reconfirm our engagement with the 
process leading up to the SDG Summit and its Political Declaration.  
 
Following the Transforming Education Summit (TES), convened by the Secretary-General last year in an 
effort to address the education crisis, we remain committed to advancing a global advocacy on education 
as a key public good that can accelerate progress across all the Sustainable Development Goals. As such, 
we have played a proactive role in the preparatory processes of the TES. Consequently, we continue 
strengthening the synergies with the SDG4 High-Level Steering Committee – an important body for global 
education cooperation – on its effective follow-up to the TES.  
 
The significant momentum generated by the Transforming Education Summit – with 138 national 
commitments made to uphold the right to education – shows that there is room, and a great need, to ensure 
appropriate global recognition for the role of education as a human right, a public good and a key driver for 
all SDGs, especially in intergovernmental agreed documents. It is our belief that more effective and 
increased investment in education now would trigger positive outcomes in addressing the multiple crises 

TO:   H.E. Ms. Alya Ahmed Saif Al-Thani 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to 
the United Nations  
    
H.E. Mr. Fergal Mythen 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United 
Nations  
 

CC: H.E. Mr. Csaba Kőrösi 
President of the 77th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly 
 
Ms. Amina Mohammed 
Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations   
 
Mr. Leonardo Garnier 
Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General for 
the Transforming Education Summit 
 
Ms. Stefania Giannini 
Assistant Director-General for Education at 
UNESCO  
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that the world faces today. Hence, while appreciative of the advancements made on the SDG Summit 
Political Declaration under your capable leadership, our Group wishes to draw attention to some key issues 
that we believe should be included in the Declaration for the advancement of progress towards achieving 
universal access to quality education.  
 

1. Education is a global public good that enables and advances human rights, peace and sustainable 
development goals. Quality education is a vital foundation for every aspect of a country’s progress, 
enhancing productivity and employment, driving economic prosperity and competitiveness, raising 
women and men out of poverty, reducing inequalities and helping people adapt to the rapidly 
changing world. Education also holds the key to gender equality and can empower people to 
become active and responsible citizens who contribute to social equity and justice, peace, climate 
resilience and sustainability in their communities and societies. 
 

2. The Declaration should acknowledge the commitments made by the UN Member States at the 
Transforming Education Summit. It should also emphasize the significance of fully leveraging the 
SDG4 High-Level Steering Committee, mandated by the Secretary General to lead the follow-up 
of the Summit, for enhancing the global education architecture and ensuring fulfillment of SDG4.  
 

3. The Declaration should highlight the importance of ensuring inclusive, safe, healthy and 
stimulating learning environments that enable all learners to achieve their full potential and well-
being, prioritizing the most vulnerable, including those affected by humanitarian emergencies. It 
should also call on all Member States to provide, and to support other Member States in providing, 
quality education for all to ensure that individuals are equipped, from early childhood to adulthood 
and throughout the lifecourse, with the knowledge, skills and values necessary to become active 
agents of change; this requires foundational learning skills, as well as continuous reskilling and 
upskilling of young people, adults and older persons for rapidly changing labour markets.  
 

4. Teachers are at the core of the education systems and have to be enabled as agents of change. This 
important role needs as adequate training and empowered and address the global teacher shortage 
making the teaching profession attractive and respected by the society. 
 

5. The Group would like to stress the importance of harnessing the digital technologies to provide 
quality education as a public good and transform teaching and learning by ensuring safe, open, 
high-quality digital content, as well as teachers’ and learners’ digital literacy and capacity to 
leverage digital tools, and universal educational connectivity for schools and learners of all levels, 
including by closing the digital divide within and between countries.  
 

6. Transforming education is the best investment a country can make for its future and that it requires 
bold, whole-of-government, whole-of-society and international action; without it, progress would 
be impeded. Therefore, governments should be encouraged to increase resources for education. 
However, governments must first take steps to ensure more equitable allocation and more efficient 
use of education investments to ensure that education transforms societies now and in the future, 
leaving no one behind. The Declaration should also emphasize the need to complement domestic 
funding with sufficient aid and financing of which the receiving side should take due ownership.  
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7. Finally, the Group would like to appreciate the key messages of the SDG4 High-Level Steering 
Committee that serves as the global education coordination body in the framework of the 2030 
Agenda and the follow up to TES. These messages resonate with the Group’s conviction that 
education is the best investment in people for our sustainable, peaceful and resilient societies and 
thus have been taken into account in this letter. 

 
Looking towards the future, we are determined to take an active role in the preparation processes of the 
forthcoming SDG Summit, and we will continue to work closely with UNESCO, the lead agency for SDG4, 
and other partners, with the ultimate aim of accelerating progress on SDG4 and securing a better future for 
generations to come. 
 
Thank you once again for your genuine engagement with us and particularly, for spearheading such an 
inclusive and open process on the Political Declaration of the SDG Summit. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

 
H.E. Ms. María del Carmen Squeff                             H.E. Mr. Jakub Kulhánek 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary          Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary  
Permanent Representative of Argentina                     Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic 
to the United Nations                                                   to the United Nations 
 

 
 
 
 

 
H.E. Mr. Kimihiro Ishikane                                         H.E. Mr. Martin Kimani 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary          Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Japan                            Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kenya  
to the United Nations                                                    to the United Nations 

 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E. Ms. Mona Juul 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Norway  
to the United Nations  
 

 
On behalf of the Group of Friends for Education and Lifelong Learning***   



 
 
 

 
 

 

4 

***  H.E. Mrs. Elisenda Vives Balmaña 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Principality of Andorra to the United Nations 

   
H.E. Mr. Mher Margaryan 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Muhammad Abdul Muhith 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Ms. Lachezara Stoeva 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Bulgaria to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Ronaldo Costa Filho 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Brazil to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Robert Keith Rae 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Canada to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Júlio César Freire De Morais 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Cabo Verde to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mrs. Leonor Zalabata Torres 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Colombia to the United Nations  
 
 
H.E. Mr. Osama Mahmoud Abdelkhalek Mahmoud 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mrs. Leonor Zalabata Torres 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Nicolas de Rivière 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Ms. Elina Kalkku 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Finland to the United Nations 
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H.E. Mr. Evangelos Sekeris 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Greece to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Maurizio Massari 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Italy to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Mr. Akan Rakhmetullin 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the United Nations 

H.E. Mr. Joonkook Hwang  
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Mrs. Vanessa Frazier 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Malta to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Gheorghe Leucă 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Moldova to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Enkhbold Vorshilov 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Mongolia to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Ms. Yoka Brandt 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Mr. Tijjani Muhammad Bande 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations   
 
H.E. Mr. Antonio Manuel Revilla Lagdameo  
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Philippines to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Ms. Inga Rhonda King 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Mr. Cheikh Niang 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Senegal to the United Nations  
  
H.E. Mr. Alhaji Fanday Turay 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Sierra Leone to the United Nations 
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H.E. Mr. Burhan Gafoor 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Singapore to the United Nations  
 
H.E. Mr. Peter Mohan Maithri Pieris 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka to the United 
Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Al-Harith Idriss Al-Harith Mohamed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Sudan to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Suriya Chindawongse 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of Thailand to the United Nations 
 
H.E. Mr. Dang Hoang Giang 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the United Nations 
 
Mr. João Iambeno Gimolieca 
Ambassador, Chargé d’Affaires 
Deputy Permanent Representative of the Republic of Angola to the United Nations 
 
Mr. Koffi Akakpo 
First Counsellor, Chargé d’Affaires 
Permanent Mission of Togo to the United Nations  

 


